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PROJECT DESCRIPTION-2018 (April 27, 2018)
  Note:  Given that April 28 falls on a Saturday, schools will be honouring the National Day of Mourning on Friday, April 27, 2018.

The Day of Mourning (DOM) was officially recognized in 1991 when Parliament passed the Mourning Act.  Now endorsed by government, labour and employers, the day commemorates those workers who were killed or injured on the job. The goal: education of our youth on workplace safety to help reduce young worker injuries and fatalities.  

WHY A SPECIAL DAY OF MOURNING PROJECT FOR SCHOOLS?

Many students and young people lack knowledge of the dangers of work and their rights as workers and as a consequence, are the most vulnerable group in the workforce as they are statistically more likely to suffer injury or death at the workplace.

· Workers in BC can enter the workplace as young as 12 years of age
· In BC, an average of 27 young workers have time-loss injuries every day.  
· Every week, seven young workers are permanently disabled in BC

This year, a partnership of the BC Federation of Labour, BC Labour Heritage Centre,  BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association,  BC School Trustees’ Association, BC Teachers’ Federation, CUPE BC and WorkSafe BC has taken an important step to actively encourage more schools to participate in the Day of Mourning.  

 Through a school event, a “teachable moment” can be created to honour the injured and fallen as well as to promote student awareness of their rights to a safe workplace.  Our specific goal is to reduce the number of deaths and injuries amongst young workers.  

WHAT RESOURCES ARE PROVIDED TO HELP? 
An easy-to-introduce program has been created for secondary students to help schools achieve these objectives. The cost-free print or digital package includes: scripts, posters, student postcards, a video for students and a list of suggested student activities including student daily announcements, principle announcements, a moment of silence, and other curriculum.



WHAT IS THE FORMAT FOR COMMEMORATION IN SCHOOLS?
 
Recognize Day of Mourning at your school (April 27, 2018)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
It is easy to observe Day of Mourning for your students through basic announcements or larger school participation.  Here are some ideas that you can incorporate into your learning plans and schedules in April. 
Announcements
School observes National Day of Mourning through a school-wide or classroom announcement followed by a moment of silence. Script is provided. 
Additional activities
· Student announcement for the 5 days leading up to Day of Mourning (script provided)
· Day of Mourning posters for display (available in English and French)
· Alive After 5 booklets and wallet cards
· Student Day of Mourning postcards (English and French available) and decals
· Day of Mourning safety lesson sequence for teacher-led discussion that includes a scenario with questions, suggested responses and discussion and handout for students.
USEFUL WEBSITE REFERENCES

· “Resources For Young Workers By Group—Educators,” (Worksafe BC)   
http://www2.worksafebc.com/Topics/YoungWorker/Resources-Educators.asp
· Workers Mourning Day Act,  S.C. 1991 c.15, Assented to 1991-02-01 http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/W-11.5/page-1.html


Help make sure that every young worker comes home safe by joining the “Count My School In” Campaign starting Monday, January 27, 2018
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