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History of a British Columbia
ty Using

~ Coastal

e- ri'ew_,s'leyt:t‘ér“is :’iht'éndéd as a supple-

L
ine, !

Socials 11 'Canéd‘ian-‘}‘ﬁjstory :curriculu;m . reqixiréd

~original, research and meaningful teacjiing strate-

gies that fit the needs of students in a B.C. coastal -
community, e D coas

The locale is Gibsons, B.C., a small village across
- Howe Sound ' from" Vancouver.” It is the home of -

ingboats, tow ' boats, and lo

a pulp mill, booming grounds, beachcombers, fish-

‘nearby  Sechelt . Indian - Band
- have worked: alo

ng the coast fo

. give a deeper_dimension to

ur recent journal on logging and the IWA. o

-For ft’oo‘;logg, ;thcz; youth in ;‘NB.‘C;, ha've; gcYmer orth to

‘work_in thé woods, on the ferries, in the mills and

ing, and in white-collar jobs without

f.the.rich heritage of social and'
em by ;the. men and

otk places “in . the -

mmittees,  grievance

t-hourday, ollective: bargain-
de: unions: aze now an accepted

- trucks, ‘and equipment.. I

‘make them

f relevant exp

| perceptions on a'regular basis in the com:
or example, ‘they have the:almost-daily -

“visual Ob'se!"yatio_ns of logging booms, barges, loggi

and equipment. In addition, Gibsons is the
.of the CBC TV. program, “Beachcombers

nts_have not only seen:it,-but many. have had

parts or been extras in the productions;

:-theannual summer Sea: Cavalcade, . which

ow-boat  races - and - operational - contests -

oziers and ,ewinders'v‘(specia,liz'gdu bo '

booming grounds). ‘Furthermore,

h y}e‘dailyfcon‘vers:a;ions .with parents, older brothers;

and. friends who work-at logging. Their experie
make them, aware of the possibility that ma

jons of th
. strong trade-u
riends bejong u




¥

“ its origin, development, ‘and role in the com-

munity and the province. . -

€. Evaluate critically the ¢ffect of the logger and

the union on the lives of people in the commu-
nity and province.. o 7

- Enlarge their: present frame of reference to in-

- -clude ‘a ‘connection: with ‘the past struggles for

humandignity. by the loggers: and an ‘awareness -
of - the : connection-of their: struggle with the
- more: favorable conditions in'the industry today. -

, | oalsl,}o tlmedWxt,was,,ncqcssaryito
complete p. 1ary arch ‘to|locate resources

1ake them available to the students. The re-
sources included:both print and non‘print materials,
as‘well:as the ‘rich source of ‘materials from the
people who'live and work in the community. .~

Most of the “primary ‘sources were located in the

- Special *Collection - Archives of - the. University ‘of
British Columbia " Library, whichhouses an exten-
- collection “of “labour-related “material. From
icrofilmed ‘copies ‘of - the B.C."Lumber Worker,
rgan- of the” Woodworkers . Union, ‘copies were

~to 1932 These" are several
d Mill,” featuring letters from-

ut camp/.conditions; a feature story, “The
cof the’ Logger’s-Navy” by Al Parkin; a well-
known 'labour editor'and ‘writer of ‘the 1930s and

. This is a fascinating tale of the crews of the -
s’ b -their efforts-to organize logging -
7in: the remote  inlets along the ‘B.C. coast;
f  the Loggers’ Navy crew to the =

-efforts; feature

logge

orable’ Queen Ch'hrlbtgc ;

ccondary : sources ~ collect
unately, /there has been a*
1 write ‘

book has become an-important source

~ impossible job of organizing the
.- workers on Vancouver Island an

. wood workers’:

. Lembcke :and ‘a: master thesis by Bill
-at the University of Ore;

;in"ipcérb'y Madeira  Park. He ,publisfxes the award-

winning “‘Rain Coast Chronicles,” ajournal devoted
to the history and culture of ‘the B.C. coast. Gib-
sons’ “iogget-poet Peter Trower_has written sensi-

, tively of the dangers and uncertainties of a logger’s -
- life. Two of his books of poems, Bush Poems. and

Between the Sky and the Splinters are well liked by
the students. Bus Griffiths, a Vancouver Island log-

- geraartist, has recently published a pictorial novel,
‘Now You Are Logging. His stories, depicted - in

comic-book - style, but- with ‘minute " attention - to
dewil, give the student an otherwise unobtainable

~ -visual -image and' explanation of a logger’s work =~
as it was-in the 1920s and 1930s~the toppingand
 raising of spar trees, the falling and- bucking of
- timber, and the moving of logs by truck down the
. mountain roads to be dumped into the water. '

A ngwlah:t'i‘&"rnbr'c.ri"cceht‘ bédki?fs ~1ndiﬁn$' at Workby 7
“Rolf Knight.This book;, with ‘its original and" diffi-

cult research, details the role of Indiaziworkersin
B.C. from 1858:to 1930 and includes’their roles.

 as loggers and fishermen on ‘the coast. Since a num- .
- ber” of Indian workers - fro '
~Indian-Band are mem

, arc members of the IWA; and’a number
of their sons and daughters attend the: school this .

ble sources on the-

union: men - of ‘the: IWA who undertook :the ,
: ggers and sawmill
in the inlet camps
of the B.C. coast. It also portrays vividly the role of
: adies ‘Auxil

For, the teacher - and the more ad

there are: ‘well-researched  studie

students of the Simon’ Fraser University - labou
tudent . program: Two other excellent ‘source

the IWA -are foun ctoral:thesis. by Dr.:Jers
atam, both

"sefui mva,c'l‘_erxsspoom;s»the»work of
ime ' Educational Radio '>




;. an_Interview - with A} Parkin;
- Interviews - with ' old-time union organizers, music,

~in Vancouver, Available- commercially are the 25-
- Iminute . cassette tapes, “The Loggers’ Navy, the

- History. of the IWA," and “Logging Camp’Tales,
' " The first features

and commentary.' The second features interesting
and amusing accounts of old-time logger’s personal-
_1tes. The latter is also available in print form. ..

~-Also produced by, B.C. Overtime for the BIC."
~Teachers’ Federation . Labour « History . Associa- -
‘tion is ‘a 25-minute slide/tape show, “These. Were -

he.Reasons, A History of Union Organizing inB.C."”

IS -is-widely ‘used: by both' teachers and trade-
educators as an educational tool in the prov-..
ince: It 'features interviews, historical photos; music,
and commentary, focussing, on: the primary indus-

tries, including logging. -~ . .-

YR U

ancouver Public Librarj’‘has in recent years -

collected 'a wide: assortment - of historic photos. ‘
- dents” existing perceptions,

- related ‘to the forest industry. Many of these photos
have be n.reproduced on siides and organized into
sets. with accompanying written’ script.. They . are

- available commercially. . .- LAl Foe
. Dalskog, one of the Aéé}"l};'ﬁ_

A taped_interview with E | ;
is also used:

ith Vn'u‘méroys ‘books an
forest industry, = -

‘

-.-of the'value of oral history

__tunity to deepen and develo

‘class,

o
to interview dozens of old timers who experienced
that era. The: interviews, on tape.and written, are
on file. This activity has given the students a-sense
' and indepth knowledge -
of the community’s past, " SR I
The strategies developed for this unit are intended
to bring the students in contact with the resources
~ and: ‘accomplish- the learning outcome outlined..
-They. give the students a chance to improve their
! peaking, listenin
oppol
‘evalu

~ basic skills - of ‘writing, reading, ‘
and cbserving. In addition, they will have ;
p their ability t
~ ate, interpret, and analyze real-ife situations.
The unit is*introduced by five lessons designed to"
involve ' as* much 'Sensory  perception -
This allows the use of poetic imagery, vi
Interviews, -dramatic - audi presentations,
 stories, and student reaction in smallgroup and fi
class discussions, The purpose is to sharpen the stu-’

- -understanding, and enlarge their frames o*

~ LESSON OUTLINES ~

eSSOr 1l 'and _'Le'siohs
-been surnmarized -because

_ of spac
tions. Lessons Il and IV are given in-mi

SSOn_serves o
’

it-was

it own' experiences to the

the -
e:

deepen their conceptual:
) Rt T




. To  enable thc student to ldcntnfy ‘through

"’poenc and artistic images, the sknll, of the log- :

- gers and théir work

! To enable the student to make contact with o!d
~time loggers’ attitudes toward the difficulties,
' dangcrs and lonchness of loggmg—camp hfe

‘r

The: lcsson uscd thrcc resources: - six poems from“

- Peter Trower’s Bush Poems ‘Bus Griffith’s'This Was

- Logging; and a local poct to assist:in poetry reading’
- and: discussion: A glossary of loggmg terms is glvcn :

as a handout. -

Q’I‘hc lesson is mttoduccd through the readlng of the
“‘Running;Scared with a: Sky Hangar” fol-
~lowed by “the 'students’ ‘reading - and visualizing of
young

icggcr carning from an experienced loggcr the dif-

~_-poem’:

~ Bus'/Griffiths® ‘artistic presentation “of : a

__ficult:job of - “toppin nd nggmg a. spar tree
(toplc f the'poem). - ;

cussion o th e poetry and rcadmg 15

led by the. poet. The students then break into small

ach to read one of the following pocms

that relate to the Vdapgers and dxfflcultles of: fhe‘

. loggers’ work: &
Lowest Paid Job in the Wocd (a whlstle punk)

Ballad of Booted Bondogc (dcath of an old hook
nder)- e

 student g groups' then' rcport thelr fmdmgs to
: thﬂ ful ; he lesson is. concliided by a full-;

y. the: studenits about the lqggers skills, fears

: K 772.7:: ,: : K
"B.C. Lumber Workor in" the; 19305 _( ncludcs o

the questions. The énerahzatlons ;

i

their. workmg condmons and desxre for umon 5
organization, . : \ u
To ‘provide students with an_ oral and pnnted
: descrxptlon of old-time logger personalities.
To give the students a. chance to compare and-
contrast the attitude of the'loggers in Trower’ s
- poem with those described by Parkin and ex:
. pressed b ‘loggcrs 1hemsclvcs . —
Resouues s
1 “An’ elght-mmute i
“Logging Camp Tales.’
Class sets of “Camp-a

- letters from loggcrs in camps). - - :
3. Two  loggers’ sc»ngs from' radno productlon,'yu_
' ;“Loggcrs Navy’’ (relates: to loggers expcnence“'

when they went into Vancouver)

In-Lesscn: 1, the students had a chancc to listen: to :

as well as to read and discuss, poems about the work i Lot
and uncertainties of ‘a- loggcrs life. They 1dentlf1 d -

the  logging " skills described. by poet Peter. Tl"owcr
The purpose of Lesson Il is to give students an op-
nortumty to use primary <ources—both audio and’

print—to make a direct connection with the'menof G
overs,

the 1920s and:1930s. Al Parkin’s mtcmew u 13
the strength and richness"
~ the - letters- reveal - the
camps? and the. Songs: express’
-ness and - frustration of .men: worl
_camps year after year.. Th‘ :
*students a chance to compar. : d
- attitudes of that time, as well as the wagcs ‘and. con
_ ditions of the past, with those of today.

“Loggmg Camp Tales

/" 3." Discussion questions

What were the characteristics of the pcrsonahtnes'
7 described th make ' them mcmorablc’ Wha

loggers who saw logg
~ described by Parkin? :
. Teacher gives ‘a brief expla
the union in this period..In tne mps the umon-
as:able''to mamtal ' :




o

<t

What were the main concerns of the loggers?

- What were the wages and conditions described
by the loggers> =~ . - Gl T &
Were there differences bezween camps? Why do
~_you thirk there were differences? -
“How did' the. wages and conditions compare

‘with those of today? Why were union recogni- -
- tion and camp committees so important? -

What - were the log
- Were there any  basic differences between the
. loggers’ demands and those of the unemployed
. _in the relief camps during the same period? =~
- Were._there  di“ferences. in ‘attitudes of -these
‘loggers toward " their ‘work  as compared with
.- those in Peter Trower’s poem?.. .o
. Two songs played from the B.C. Cvertime pro-
duction “Loggers’ Navy.” These are somewhat
defiznt ditties as' to what happens
from the camps when they hit. town.
Discussion of songs: . =~ .

L.

id ‘some logéers drink- andcarousey/hen 'A ‘

- they hit town? -
What were. the -com

easons,”: “Saga ‘of the Loggers
.C.. Lumber stories—*‘The 1934

ers’. expectations of ‘their

s to loggers - ;
U + generalizations about the outcomies

‘Content -

Bloedel Strike.” “The 1944 Queen Charlotte Island

Strike.” The reports from the captains. of the Log- -
gers’ Navy. Copies of - Vancouver Sun’s editorial
reactior to union activity, = . - ST

Process

This lesson takes two periods. The students se¢ ar-

chival photos, listen to music, and hear the voices-
of ‘old-time logger organizers giving their version of

 Organization efforts, and. bargainm‘g,succcsscs;fdnd' ,
 failures. The students and'teacker construct a chron- -
“ology of events in the full-class_discussion. .The.

chronology can be placed on the blackboard or on
an-overhead projector. Students will have an:oppor-

tunity ‘to ‘compare and contrast-the efforts of log- .

gers with' those of the relief camp workers of the -

- same period. In'the second’ half of the lesson the
© students,” in ‘small groups, will examine and react
to primary sources related to'these events and make

s made- in previous I¢
ow the slide tape show!

VWhiy"\;vcré thegloggcrs and miners so determined
to change their conditions of life etween 1900 -
and'1940? i e

/-connection” between  the trug-
loggers and. those: of  the: relief camp
ers of the 1930s? i ‘
- What led '
union:representing ‘the lo
‘What provincial “and " federal " la
-which aided the log




= Each: group reports on

" "aged ‘to make
= carly - strikes,
ho loggers’ miscakes and failures. -

L S P
. s Sty :

- they overcome them? :
What were the causes'
Island strike?
opinion to a

*  gains were made for

4. Full-class session:

of the Qdecn

all loggers?

generalizations refated to. causes of

P 0 a nearby log boom-

ts objective is to. give the students the
to _
ns and vattitugiles

the studeats’are given. copies’ of

a'h',c'trip,x tudents® ‘
Gibsons weekly newspaper. Written

/ f;om the.

by George Matthews, a teacher, the; article. des-

cribes his experiences. working in logging operations -

during the summers.of 1977 and 1978 with former

dents.  Arrangements are made il

‘a supervisor and a job steward abo
agement relations. When possible, the

Junch with the boommen; -

ctor is trying to arrange additxohilisﬁpplé-
this type-of ‘learning ex
‘would - include‘ an - all« |

The second par of the teaching strategies developed
.charice to participate in the

ooklet: of local- working-class

pla , interviews,

were carried o

e

Charlotte
What was the reaction of public.
wartime strike? What long-range

talk to ‘today’s loggers. and to evalu-

‘experience. One al-

i

) results of their discussion.
=In the summary of this session, studcnts'arc,gncour- ;

“for students to .

the longrarge gains made and the

~ When the interviews
o pleted,  the students

2
—— &

-
[

are several on the coast). . .
An interview with!an Indian
high-lead logger in

- izean'IWA camp.: - .
Logging camp foreman and an operator.: '

°
o
« Navy, the Green

The. present-day captain of

Gold. The boat. docks at the

- nearby Egmont marina; .- o -

o ‘1WA |

... the community. ST
- "Wives of loggers. who have lived -in Ppresent-da

,(u's_i;z';u _about20) are ‘com-

_committees are set up to produce a bookle.:
AP i e e e

A committee to edit the written interviews,
A committee.to complete some are work: for the
bulletin, " e S

-read all interviews. Several -
They

10 type stencils of the interviews.

- is gwenf,a.fihal copy.of the booklet,
are also made for the;schooi library ]
local historical ‘museum.

7 echniqu
ten responses’)
“evaluati

‘ar_. :
‘b

job steward or union officers who live in _

. JE o T e el g

leadti:rfWho wasa |
the 1930s and helped organ-

the IWA Loggers: % ©

—— o — -




3
iy

ers, and thousands of other ordin

people have ‘made a considerable co

the Canadianiheritage. Their experien
. roots of the family histories of the individuals who
~ live'around neighborhood scr:ondar)'-schcof§.

S A
ary wprkmg
ntribution to
cesiare in the

“Uncovering themcun be a.unige lea

. rning exper-
: lence for both students and teachers. N \
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“The Loggers’

In addition to above, issues of . the B.C. Lumber
Worker on microfilm (1932 to 1944) were exam-
ined for relevant material (University of British
Columbia Library), and “Slings and "Arrows” by
George Matth\]r:ws, a column in the weekly news-
paper, Coast News, Gibsons, BC, July and August,
1947 and 1978}\. ( | : ,

i

Under- Ij/lzet,command ‘of Ernie Dalskog, secreta

" “Navy,! left Vancouver.this week on her first cruise,..
» Y8027 .,

,,Mar¢h'i‘198(_‘)'? o L ,

ry-of Local 71, IWA, the M. V. Annart, new addition to the

« B.C. Lumber Worker, May 1:4. 1941,

,'\
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