


50 large that we\stood uiside.on
tened to the speeches ori the

earltest memones o Anne was in’ a
my frrst Annual Generat Meetmg, me
f: Johnny Watker and

hot summer

ning.’And it was ‘Anre who encouraged me:to
to-the.F lday mght _,coffeehouse
Some oflthe musicians

|| tallc

h —,\
i

i l knew her: best from our PSA meetmgs There

‘was oneon a bleak rainy day at her apartment in:
North Vancouver. when many of us’ argued and‘

~,1‘ Anne worked to resolve, the conflict. Anne dldn t

‘much of
A comphshment ,

other: interests or
_but_,_ gthersa told..me .‘

( od wrth her sons’ her joy and,‘;i
th<~se struggles and. the memonal servuce was a
celebratlon of what she had. done i
-l did mourn:'Anne and cried in the hospltal cor:
ridor after a visit a few days before her death and l
beneve too that her Spint soars. ;/
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Cover illustration from British Columbia Magazine, March, 1913, Vancouver City Arcaives

(courtesy Phil Thomas collection). s
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Working Condmons onthe Rarlroads /.
!ndustnal Workers of theWorld......|..

The Canadran Northern Strike oy
of 1912/John Stewart ... .’.
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V.Excerpts on Workmg Condmons on the Rai
- Meets the Workers, taken from Jack Scott
Sweatand Struggle Workung Class Struggles in Canada Vol 1: 1789-1899.
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Working ,C;onditibns on the Railroads |

3
{

~ The chief cause for discontent was the indif-
ference of the contractors for the safety of the

lives and limbs of the workers. The work, by its

nature, would be extfemeiy dangerous under the
most careful administration, but the contractors in
their greed and cupidity, sacrificed man after man
where it could have been prevented. It was com-
- mon to hear a crippled worker, whan speaking of
~anaccident that had robbed him of an arm oraieg,
-remark bitterly that men were cheaper to the con-
tractor than timber that wouic have prevented the
fall of rock that had caused the accident. Indeed,
along the Fraser River human life was held in con-

tempt by the contractors. Workers were plentiful
and they had to work or starve, so why waste”
money or time safeguarding the lives of workers? ..

Federationist, June 2_2,"i9i2/

;
A

‘.. .they were kept in a boarding car, which has
been denominated . . . as the ‘Jumbio car’ . . . dur-
ing two months from 90 to 115 slept in that car. The
size of the sleeping accommodation is given as

follows: Bunks 4 ft. 6 in. in width, height between -

+top and bottom of each bunk about 2 ft. 3 in. from
board to board; passage 3 ft. 11 in. in width; éach
" bunk being under 6 feet in length and the whole
|-car being about 70 feet/long. Two men were oblig-
"ed to sleep in each bunk, and there being three
tiers on each side,-this forc2d six men to face six
others whenrising and retiring . . . it was not suffi-
ciently heated, it was filthy, the atmosphere was
- intolerable and unhealthy, there was no washing
“or lavoratory facilities in-the car (only one small
basin and an ordinary pail of water) and there was
_not sufficient drinking water”. . .'in changing'from
section to  section .. " no proper reasonable

- facilities were provided.and therefore they had to

sleep either in the open, or in hay lofts and
.- stables; there was a lack of propcr provisions, and
© - they had to walk long distances without taking suf-
- ficientmeals oo - 0 R ‘i
R R " Report of the Commissioners
- "Appointed to Inquire Into Com-

.‘plaints :Respecting the Treat- . -
ment - of:_Labourers ..on . the:

Crow’s ~ Nest " Pass ‘Railway,

.. -House of Commons Sessiona
- Papers; No. 90a, 1898. L
o : Sl
: i

'$1.75 per day,

According to a report of an 1898 Royal Com-

mission, the men: - R T

v - . suffered a great deal from cold under

tents, having generaily no stoves until the beginn- i
ing of January, and from being fed at.times with/
frozenprovisions... = R A
‘ --at least two pairs of blankets are

' necessary for protection against cold in ordinary

circumstances. Men who had more‘than one pair
were very rare exceptions. ./ :
~Tents had to be moved from point to point

L
7
i/

%

periodically . . . men, after quitting their work at six

-0’clock, would have to pitch their own tent, on the

frozen earth, often covered with snow and ice. The -
tents not being provided with stoves the men’s.
suffering- was intensified by, their clothes/being
wet, after working amidst snow and snow dropp-
ings from the trees, and having no means_v/of hav-

/ing them dried. A common result of this was suf-
- fering from rheumatisrp\ and colds.” 1

L " /; IR / ’

: " Report of the Commissioners
7 Appointed to Inguire Into Com-
° plaints- Respecting - the Treat-
" ment of Labourers on the

. Crow's Nest Pass--Railway,
““House of Commons Sessional
- Papers, No. 90a, 1898.

i
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It/ was reported that ‘wageys:“,fqpf’ ordinary
labourers had been'$1.50 per day untiiFeb. 1,1898,
and the charge for board $4.00, per’week at the -
same date. From Feb. 1, wages had been raised to
"and board was}iincre’bsed to $5.00

3

per week. e ek
At first glance this arrangement of wage scale
and board rate appears to benefifitt e labourer.to

‘the extent of increasing his 'e,iamings;'b'yrén amount

of 50 cents per six-day week., However this proves |
to be an illusion. A great deal of time\was lost due
to’inclement weather or.other circumstances, but

board had to be paid for every day; consequently, | /
~ ‘anincrease in board rate worked a hardship

unless accompanied by a substantial increase in
Wages. ' -l i R ‘
e R e i |

S Scott, J. Plunderbund and Proletariat, p. 88 =

. f




Céna’dian Northern Qémp 48 near Red Pass (between Valemount and Jasper), 1913.

" Industrial Wor/kers
¥ | cf the World

- .. Itis absurd to allow any organization such as ‘ ’
this LW.W. to ceme in here and disturb the whole
orderly conduct of.our affairs. These men are the
rankest kinds of aliens, caring nothing for our ]
coun\t’ry or for our good as g people, and should be )
treated absolutely as hostile, The whole move-

Z
7

3

; R |~ MOHE‘ - ment ‘\\;gepresents an invasion of the most
4 \ - / dispicable sum of humanity. We put our own
T a N HO U c =X} criminals' in _the penitentiary, and that we should’
{ OV oirmy allow this licentious rabble to roam at large
3 TR ' N ISl creating disturbance ang disorder is ridiculous. It ' .
B\ . AFTERMAY I 1919 - /B is no time for mildness or the employment of ‘ | '
'»-' i HOW ABOYT Y oU ) diplomatic methods. The government must show : i
= - S its strength and drive these people out of the, Lo
/\\ () AN courétry even if thiluse of force is required to dﬁ
- _ $0. £very reasonable and responsibie citizen wi
&CA /E\T@?\ lend his aid to the authorities in adopting drastic
| 0 N Fa measures.

Vancouver Sun, April 8; f§12, P.6
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T.h.eglndustnal Workers is organized, not to con-
cma’}ze, but to fight the capitalist clas§. - . We deny
.that there is anything in common b%etween work-
Ingmen and capitalists. We insist that workingmen
must organize to get rid of capitalists and make
ther’?selves inasters of the tools with which they
work . . . ‘ X
The capitalists own the tools they do not use, and
the workers use the tools they do notown . . "

Debs, Eugene V. Industriat

Unionism: In Writings and
Speeches, Pp. 223-241

He built the road,

With others of his class he built the road.

Now o'erit, many a weary mile, he packs his load

Chasing ajob, spurred on by hunger’s gbad. ‘

He walks, aﬁd walks, and walks and walks ‘

And wonders why in Hell he built the road..
LW.W.verse, |

Rebel Voices:
AnlW.w. Anthology

f

“I object to all unions . .. They simply take the
management of the mine . . _ | want the manage-
ment of my own works, and if | recognize the

.union, I cannot have that."’

James Dunsmuir, miné owner, to a
royal commission in/A. R. M Cor-
mack: Reformers, / Rebels, and
Western
Radl;cal Movement,

Revolutionaries: The
Canadian
1893-1919,

/

/.

We have got'to stic.k together, boys,
And fight with aif our might.

It’s acase of no surrender,

We have to win the fight.

From these gunnysack contractors,

"We will take no more bluff; !

And we won't build no more railroads
For our overalls and snuff

Forour overalis and sn uff,
Forour overalls and snuff,

We won't build no more railroads
Forour overalls and snuff.

Joe Hill, 1912

written about the
Canadian Northern strike,
the tune of

The Wearing of the Green




" The Canadian Northern Strike

of 1912

by thn Stewart

volved to break the union. s
Through the winter of 1911-1912 the LW.w.

organizers were busy among the workers of the

Canadian Northern Line. Most of these workers

~about from one cons

| work petered out. orias the

1. rRailway constructio

v f'most people would ,

runemployment was high and there was a constant

' 'supply of men willing to work, ‘
| /" Working and living condition's in the camps

| ‘unable to “improve
o frustrated w

L were dismal, but the unorganized workers were |
them. Cons_equently, the_v’

_ he greatappeal.
i distributed

.. they arrived in Kamloops. H. M
L of LW.W. local 327 at Lytton, cla

January a petition signed by 450 s, deman-
ding that the camps.and hosm‘talsrbe,cleaned up,
. was submitted to: the provincial

|. . During ~January .- and February = of = 1912
. Numerous - ‘smayl _ Strikes . _occurred - but no
noticeable progress was made. Therefore the
LW.W. called for 'z general strike and on March

. 27th the meh began laying down their tools, Within
afew days the entira line from Yale to Kamloops .

.. _and beyond was shut down. The strikers asked for:
- ..~-higher pay, better hours, improved sanitation and

7 the abolition of contract work.

-outwait the strikers which
el \ literature, - held

.meetings and signed- up ‘members in spite of .
numerous arrests on vagr’ancx charges whenever

Strike head‘quarters were set up at Yale ang’

Lytton where the .W.W. hired a hall for meetings.

- The strikers were comipelled to vacate company !

property and to fend,‘fq‘r themselves in their own |
makeshift camps. In ‘spite‘xof financial difficulties -
the LW.W. camps were well ‘run and the men .
disciplined. Comnittees were elected as govern- -
i i prepared food and search-;
food and: conditions were
Spartan but clean. The Kamloops Standard
newspaper called the camps miniature socialisi
republics,; - ; S
As soon as the strike was called men began
deserting the cam A
seek new work. In was reported by the Kamlogps
Sentinel that of the 6000 men on strike, 50% left for
Vancouver and S i
serious problem
the men continued to drift away the strike, wou:ld
fail merely ior ‘a lack of men to maintain’it. The
antly pleaded with the workers to -
work sites, and they struggled to
- At a meeting in Kamloops on ,

s, but except for money from the
s and Labour Council, there is no

- mention of aid from any quarter, . -

- The strategy of the Canadian Northern com-
pany was three pronged. The first was simply. to.
was no hardship for the .

company was' said to b&’ six months ahead of
schedule. The second was to hire strike breakers,

- a relatively easy task with a/large<pool of

unemployed, even- though they were some
distances frcm the construction sites. The third
and essential step was to obtain protection for the
strike breakers b ‘

The hewspapers, in an era when they: had
much more influence. than ‘they do today, also

-Played their part. The two Kamloops papers, The . .
i Sent?nel and the Standard, were read widely in the

e differences in their at-

n the other hand; the Sen- /-
beral paper, attacked ' the:

|-




goyernment for doing littie beyond arresting
strikers  with legitimate grievances. Clearly,
though, most of its criticism was for partisan
political reasons. More than once the Sentinei
recommended a better security force/to break the
strikers than the poorly trained *‘Specials’. The
strikers were indeed isolated from the community
and had no friends. ;

At first there were only occasional instances
in.which strikers prevented strike breakers from
working or the delivery of supplies. Nevertheless,
it was enough to bring in the Provincial Police and
Special Constables who were stationed at all the
major points along the line. Chief constable Fernie
and a large contingent of police were stationed at
Savonna at the west end of Kamloops Lake, an im-
portant base for both the strikers and the contrac-
tors. If trouble were to break out anywhere, it
would be there. ‘

On April 16th about 150 members of the I.W.W.
marched from their nearby camp to Savonna to
make a show of strength before the 40 or so Indian
workers (the only group more in need of work than
the immigrants). They were met by 20 armed con-
stables who warned the men to keep off company
property.

. The next day the LW.W. men returned, this
time determined to drive off the strike breakers.

However, during the night reinforcements had ar-
rived and they were met by 65 constables. The two
groups faced one another on the narrow right of
way along Kamloops Lake. When repeatedly told
to disperse the strikers refused. Suddenly word
came that an engine puliing several dump cars
was headed quickly down the track toward them.
The idea of using the engine to clear away the
strikers had come from the company. Everyone
jumped out of the way in time except a Wobblie
leader named Quirron who stepped to the wrong
side of the track and was hit by a beam projecting - .
possibly not accidentally - from the engine. He
received head injuries plus a broken leg and a few
broken ribs. The event apparently broke the spirit
of the strikers, allowing the constables to move in
during the ensuing confusion to arrest 48 strikers.
When the prisoners were brought into
Kamloops that night about 200 I.W.W. men had
gathered at the CPR station. Special constables

.and city police guarded against any attempt to

rescue the prisoners who were then housed at the
Provincial .Jail. The jail must have been badly
crowded as it was built to hold about 20 prisoners.

- The LW.W. had to arrange medical aid at the
Kamloops hospital for their injured member.

Events were moving at a similar pace at other
centres along the CNR line. Also on April 16th,

/

Chinese work camp near Keefers, Fraser Canyon.

|
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- forces to halt work. at
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Canadian Northern Construction using horse winches, Fraser Canyon.

groups of strikers attempted to break through cor- '

dons of police at Lytton and Yale in order to join
Boston Bar. Both attempts
failed and more arrests took place. The situation
remained unchanged for a coupie of weeks while
the courts geared up for action. o ,

On April 27th, the first 36 strikers arrested at

police went on the offensive. They had raids at,
Yale, Lytton and Ashcroft arresting strike leaders’

variably the charges were vagrancy or resisting ar-
rest. In the meantime, the government issued a
statement that everything was being done to pro-

" tect private property and the public from the
LW.W,

Officially no end was called to the strike.
LW.W. delegate Miller continued ‘to -write op-
timistic and defiant letters to the Kamloops Stan-
dard right up to his arrest. The jast strikers around
Kamloops were moved ou

police headquarters in Vi
2 camps cleared.

Similar activities were taking place all along
the line.” Whenever groups - of - ‘strikers “were
gathered they were taken into custody and either

jailed or simply shipped out. Many others ieft of
their own accord to fing work in Calgary or on the
€ were small, isolated holdouts until
of June. Nonetheless, by May 25th At-
torney General Bowser reported that a police in-
spection had cleared out all resistance and the
situation was normal. Prosecutions continued un-
til the end of May. ,
The process of hiring new workers was slow,
ause the company refused to rehire any of the
original labourers in order to avoid sabotage. The

Provincial Police stationed men at various points .,

any further trouble and by the end’of
ports stated that construction was pro-

gressing rapidly. There were also numerous

reports of deaths from accidents and disease.

A month afterwards, the Grand Trunk Pacific

relatively insignificant. By 1915 the union was
gone from B.C. As the Kamioops Standard:
reported ‘‘the railwaymen ang contractors are
greatly pleased with the outcome.’” .




““Where the Fraser River Flows”’
oy Joe Hill

. Anote onthe tune:

Joe Hill used the melody of the 1905 Tin Pan Alley “‘Where the River Shannon Flows", the setting
given here. The pace of the song in 1912 would have been in keeping with the original sentimental song.
Over the past twenty years in British Columbia the most frequently sung version has had mor re drive and

afaster rhythm. That settmg can be found (with chords) in my Songs of the Pacific Northwest /
-Phil J. Thomas

Where the ‘Fr-aser River Flows by Joe Hilf
Fel-low W:»rk-Cr.S /ba.y af-lén i?an lo what /m g byen-l'}énj Tor L

E 1 7 I } ] ,_f_ =7
/s Dhe fxed - In-Lian * of the M,k.ef;j of the World . And /
iq& }’w’// «l/ $e reacl—)/ Z‘rue-éwz"—a{, brave ansl Séd;z &
'*,_ 1 3 " } l : .
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Fellow workers pay a’tentlon to whatl ‘m going to Now these ‘“‘gunny sack” contractors have all
mentlon been dirty actors;
.Foritis the nxed mtentlon of the Workers of the \ " They're not our benefactors each feNow worker
; World— - “\ , knows. ‘
- And | hope you'll all be ready, true hearted, brave " Sowe’vegotto stuck together in fine or dirty
and steady, weather; \ T
To gather round our standard when the Red Flag is We will show no whue featherWhere.the Fraser e

“unfurled. - rlv ‘River flows o /

Chorus g ) - . * ' p
: . 3.
wa%'r?(g:i:g?ser River flows, each fellow Now, the boss the law is stretching, bulls ané
5 . pimps he’s fetching; -
' rhﬁgs\;:xg.ea and ;PPPressed us, but s“” our They are a fine collection, as Jesus only kncws.’
L ‘ But why their mothersreared them, and why the -
And we're going to find a way, boy, for shorter . devil spared them

hours and better pay, boys, , .
: Are questions 'we can tanswer where the Fraser
We re going to win the day, boys where the . River flows. R )

Fraser River ﬂowsl '




- (later Canadian' Nation

paper, carried this

- States, joined together. The

i
;
“Where the Fraser River Flows" originated in
- British Columbia where its aiuthor, Joe Hill, came
to rally support for the cbnstruction workers
building the Canadian Northern Pacific Railway
through the Fraser Canyon and up the Thorapson
River. Hill, an immigrant to the United States,
believed all working men should unite to'make a
better world: to this end, helignored the interna-
tional boundary and came to assist his fellows.
who were.standing up for thei;r rights. :
“Where the Fraser River Flows" wag first
sung in British Columbia in 1912 during the two-
and-a-half month strike on the Canadian Northern
‘government reports, a total of six thousand men !
downed their tools. The men were strung out
along 160 miles of right-of-way. How dig they
unite? The Industrial Worker, an .W.W. union
story shortly after the strike
began: A [ o
- - . the main thing that caused the walkout
‘was the foul condition of the camps in which .
the men were herded . . . In one of the Tierney
camps the bunks were buiit three tiers high
and the men after waking each morning for a
short time, with raging headaches, tore down
the top bunk .. . In other camps the floors
were laid directly upon the ground instead of
18 inches above,; insufficient air Space was’
_allowed and wash houses, dry houses and
bath houses were of the vilest sort... The
strike broke out on the 27th in“Nelson and
Benson's camp no. 4. . . The men came down
the line and called all men out at camps 3 and
2. A meeting was held at LW.W. hall in Lytton
and demands were formulated, various com- .
- Mittees elected and in a short time the entire
line from Hope to Kamloops was tied up, over.
4,200 men being directly involved . ; P
~ They also walmed increased wages. But
nothing would have happened Wwithout organiz'ai—‘
tion. - o i P
Who then were ithe organizers? They belon
‘ed to the'Industrial Workers of
tionary. union founded in Chic
number of industrial unions,
the/ foremost socialist theor

. sa {

G-’
the World, a revolu-
ago-in 1905.when a
ists of the United
o ) great plan .of the:

LW.W. was to organize Ame

] 1l

with the support of

i

rican society into ;..

i
{

al) Railway. According to /!

R
l

" GREATESF" Thing

FOR PORUATION ADDRESS ¢t w w o.«-rm‘olv CHMICACO WL .y & a
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" some; dozen industrial departments comprising
‘unions of all the working .men and women. The

people, 'by voting and sworking through their:

unions, would choose ‘the government of the

country. “Once enough support ‘was jorganized

through the big union, the alternate government it
-had created would. become ‘
government in the land. The co

- Capital, as seen in the great money trusts and syn-

| dicates, and Labor, would disappear in‘a classiess
society. Their dream was of a world free of war,

| unemployment and Poverty; one of their slogans

- shows the extentof theirhope: .~ . ' ot

. ll L .
“ Ali workers of one industry in one union; all . - -
none big Ia‘f)on alliance the

Al .
~ ., unions of workers i
| world over. i

. | =
i Phil . Thoinas; Songs of
 the Pacifii')‘ Northwest, p.97
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Vancouve: Brought to you courtesy of the

Canadian Pacific Railway
by Donaid Gutstein

) Statistica_!ly Speaking, Vancouver is Canada’s itself, the CPR didn’t own any land in Port Moody.
d largest’ urban area. In fact, ‘Vancouver is That had all been taken up by the sneculators and
" nothing but an overblown company town. The promoters. If another site
Of course, is the CPR. Vancouverwasa  whert
f'the CPR ang its fate has always been
intimateiy tied to the railway.company.‘ Atone time
most of the area of Vancouver belonged to the
n the nare of the place, Vancouver, was
it by'a CPR officiai to improve the CPR's
:Many areas . of -Vancouver
Streets bear the.

trict lot) 541
e city is the result of the deci- } , 26 (much of
by those CPR officials to suit 'the eouver from Trafalgar St. on the -
] . B - west to Ontario St. on the east), all iots in the
LT TP 8 Granville townsite not yet taken up by others, a
B A e : o right-of-way from Port Moody-to the terminus site, .
*The CPR has always had its way. Vancouver one-half mile west of Granville, and most. of the
might have remained a smal| logging town i the i
CPR had not decided to make it the western ter-.
minus of the transcontinental railway. Beginning
~In 1871, ‘when the province of British Coltimbia , r :
Jjoined the ominion of Ca i I i . acquired one-third of the -
’ ] / West End and one-thirg of all the lots from Carrajl
/ to Nanaimo Streets, e o
/" """ The.CPR segyto\work im
and laying out the streets on

CPR’s needs.

+- Specific place on Burrar , T ( i
. Moody, at the head of the e ...and "provincia! -Gignitaries such
> Land speculation was rampant at Port Moody “Smithe and Robson, Running out. finames, he
aScons_t'ruction_néared.gorﬁpletioh"in the Fraser - finally turned to the British Admiralty charts for the - -
. canyon. But even before ihe first train pulladinto rest--Neison; Denman) et al...oo
- " Port Moody in 1886, “secret negotiations were ~That same year Granville was - unofficially
o u'ndérway,,betweeh‘the provincial governmentand = ‘renamed 'Vancouvervb)’{ William van Horne, the
*. the CPR to'extend the line to Coal Harbour. On its imagi

.side, {he recently-elected government of William ,
~_ Smithe had enacted a policy of the moist reckless',
.- give-away of p(oyincial,.,lands,and, resources to

. private interests: to undertake the' most meagre
Sy --development. It was no rarity 1o give away hun-.
: dreds of thousands of acres of land to companies

_«for_the construction of the’ shortest of railway
o liness oo EC A
-~ ~The CPR,on its side, didn’t like Port Moody as
“ the site for ‘the terminus. The publicly-stated
. reason :.fo'rj/thi‘é'wa's'tnat_the Second Narrows of
- Burrard Inlet might present a hazard to shipping;
©butit was awfully late in the game to be making
.. that discovery:. There was another reason. The |
W ‘CPR‘was,aWéire,.that,the,,C'onstructi_on of a railway . Empj g &
“ depot increases the value of the land around the . The CPR continued to clear the lang, grade_
.depot, enormously. Aside from the terminus site the streets, and sell the lots. In 1887, DL.185 - the

i




- bridge built over the creek. The CPR railyards and
engine house were built on the north side of the
creck, and a railway trestie was built across the
creek to Kitsilano, which was to be the site of the
terminus. However, this trestle cut off shipping
access to False_Creek. The federai government
‘passed tlie Navigation Waters Protection Act

which put False Creek under federal regulation .
and preitected it from any structure which would

obstruct navigation. The trestle bridge was never
used and 13 years later a new bridge was built (the
present one) with a SWwii.g 3pan in the middle to
allow ships to pass into the creek. The CPR ailso

~gave up its idea of building a deep-sea terminai at
- _Kitsilano and put it instead on Burrard Inlet at the
foot of Howe Street. . "

© Vancouver’'s first suburb, Yaletown, was

opened in connection with the CPR yards on False"

Creek, where CPR work
‘were moved from'vale, i

completing work on the railway.
- ~Mid-way between the CPR depot at the foot of
-Howe ' St. and the CPR yards on Faise Creek, the

i

. CPR began the constryction of a 100-room luxury

. _hotel, *away out on a hilp’ at Georgia and Granville :

streets with its wonderful view of the harbour. The

hote! was intended as the stopping place for the

first-class tourist trade who transferred in van-
couver from CPvﬁ Pacific liner (the.Empress ships)

to'CPR “transcontinental railway. Sitting on the
: -Spacious verancah of the luxury hotel, after an

B .elegant dinner, ithe "weary‘trayeller would have a

.. commanding view of the harbour, as the sun never
seton the British Empire. , R ,
he CPR burposelyfbui!t its hotel away from
-~ 'what was then the city's centre at Carrall and Cor-
- dova streets; since it owned all the land in the
; .'Gr‘anVilleWtownsite, Several years after the open-
- ing-of the hotel, 'CPR built the Vancouver
“ Opera House next door to the hotel (renamed the

i ‘Lyric Theatre in 1937 and demolished in 1969 for
« the Pacific.Centre): The following year, ‘the Hud-

~son’s Bay Co. store moved to a location kitty- cor-
o the 'hotel; planning to cater_to the luxury,
. Afew years later, the Bay.was joined

and Son, and gradually Granville

velopment.

he' West:End soon became filled ‘with the -

“ homes of the wealthy, ang in'1910, at the height of

3 VanCodver'fsf‘ig'r'ea'test. bdildin‘;‘g“ boom, the. CPR:
~..:.opened up its exclusive VShra\yghnessy- Heights .
.. residential district, which was protected.by a

~Special - “act “of the Provincial Legislature. -

ia_streets became the centre' of.

Spreading out from its centre on The!Crescent,
with its broad avenues and stately stone man-
sions, Shaughnessy rapidly became the symbol
for all that was grand and luxurioGs in high
society. : ' o

It was commonly said that ‘everything in Van-
couver is CPR from the big hotel downwards.’ The
Bank of Montreal was the first eastern bank to
open a branch:in Vancouver in 1891, The CPR’s
Abbott was intimate friends  with the bank
manager. :Of course it was No accident that the
Bank of Montreal was the first bank to come to
Vancouver, since it had been intimately tied to the
CPRright from its very beginning. :

It was also said in Vancouver that ‘the CPR's

“the government here.’

Manitoba, was so intimately connected with the
railway company that he was commonly known as
‘the member from CPR’ in Ottawa. For years, the

. CPR had an unofficjal representative on city coun-
» ¢il. This practice has continued right upto. the pre-

sent time. When CPR was planning to build a huge
regional shopping centre on its Arbutus property,
alderman Ed Sweeney, whose family owned pro-

perty adjacent to the CPR on the north side of

False Creek, strongly represented CPR interests
in city council. . - , ‘.
One of the consequences of this power is that
CPR has been consistently undertaxed by city

council, at the expense of the ordinary home

owner or tenant. The railway originally secured a -
20-year exemption from taxes by offering to build '
the railway yards and engine house on the north, -
rather than the south side of the creek.

terr:has continued'up

ed at §1,470 for a 33-by-100-foot lof, or ‘roughly
$19,400 per acre; more than ten times the CPR
assessment. CPR sold 35.5 acres of the land to -
Woodward Stores for the Oakridge Shopping Cen- -
tre. The assessment then shot.up to $13,600 per

Y

council submittad a money by: -

acre. In 1962, city.

- law to the voters to buy the Old Shaughnessy Golf .

ot

'e CPR for $2,250.00. The voters

P

it down. : Thex following - year, “when "
assessments were rated a$ 50% of value; the land

) wasassessed‘at,$463,270‘.' Was the ci

much _for the land,s or- had- :
outrageously underasses ‘ : L
- By the mid-fifties, the CPR had_sold off the

'bulk of its Vancouver property aithough it still re-
J-tained substamialvc_hunks.,lt still had the land re--

quired for its transportation activities — the False

-.Creek and waterfront marshalling yards, and ter- -
minus; * three

thre large pieces - — 7'60-acre’ Old
Shaughnassy Golf Course, ,160-acre Langara Golf




Course, and 65 remaining acres of the Quilchena
Golf Course; plus an additional 250 acres between
Oak and Cambie streets and 37th and 57th
avenues. '

About this time a change occurred in the com-
pany’s attitude towarg its land holdings. Although
it still continued to sell some of its land —- guch as -
the property for the Oakridge Shopping Centre,
and the adjacent residential developments — the
company - became interested in doing its own'
developing. This changing attitude, which has had
the severest consequences for Vancouver’s
development, reflected a change in the structure
of the CPR itself. , , .

Twenty years ago, the CPR was a railroad with
exter_jsiVé;\holdings in other resource industries.
-However, "the tederal ‘government allowed _the
CPR to se'p\a@te the railway operations from all
the other asséts: A separate subsidiary was set up
for each holding, and then they were all united
together in Canadian Pacific  Investments: 56%-
owned Comincois a subsidiary of CP Investments,
as is 100%-owned Marathon Reaity Co. set'up in
1962 to develop all the land not required for the
operation of the railway. It took about ten years to
build Marathon up to the point where it could
. undertake  its ‘own projects. During the interval,
some of the properties were developed through
joint ventures with other developers. CPR teamed
‘up with Alvin Narod to develop the Langara
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a medium-to-high-density
highrise and garden apartment development at
57th and Cambie streets: and the Arbutus Village
development at Arbutus St. and King Edward Ave.
In the early phase of the massive Project 200
development for the CPR’s waterfront lands,
‘English-controlled Grosvenor—Laing was brought
in as the developer, along with Simpson-Sears
‘and Woodward’s who were both going to operate
department stores in the development. ,

In the new phase, Marathon will be doing the
developing for the CPR so that more of the profits
will remain within. the company. Project 200 was
the first step in the CPR's long-range plans tor
't own any land in the
downtown core itself, the area which is currently *
experiencing the greatest growth. But it does own
substantial land immediately - adjacent to the
downtown — jts False Creek and waterfront
holdings. If the downtown boom in building con-
tinues, it will not br‘long before the downtown js
totally” redevelop,{s‘d, especially since the city
council downzonizd the downtown area, forcing
development to spread ‘out more. Then the CPR
can take over and'intensively

Gardens project —

nsively redevelop its lands.
In the meantime, the CPR merely plays a waiting

game, and watches its $200 million worth of Van-
couver real estate appreciate in value:

Donald Gutstein, Vancouver Lid. pp11-18
(Lorimer, Toronto, 1‘975) B
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Questions and Activities
by Peter Seixas | |
\f,\ : |
'chabulary :
Z:2peculation
assessment
subsidiary

|
|
§
Lo
|
I
1
|
i
|

/ i

Quesfibqg : ]

1. Why was the eli\j[d of the railwey located in

- Vancouver rathei than in Port Moody?

- What land was-given to the CPR for extending

the railroad to Coa| Harbour from Port Moody?

Activities L =
1. This article was written in 1975, before -the

i

recent False Creek development. Using back '
issues of the Vancouver. Sup and Province,

investigate Marathon Reaity’s role in. False
: . ' ek deveio ment since that time. - '
oy did the CPR build its first uxury hote] at 1  Creekdevelopmentsin

‘Georgia_an‘d Granville? : '

|2 Hamilton, Abbott, Smithe, Nelson, ang
R " Robson are identified in the article, Research
When w_as_‘Shaughnessy Heights opened? Ro el 5
‘Whatis Marathon Realty?

other downtown street names. How many
R , ; were connected with the CPB? . '
What are some of the development Projectsof = - 3 Debate: Resolved: the citizens o_frVancouver
Marathon Reaity? , c owe a debt of gratitude to the CPR for its con-
T I L tribution to Vancouver’s development in the'
Yo P ; , : : past. : ‘ S

S hedustrial “'urlwr, 1-'(-l>rn;|ry 13, 1913, ‘
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Inspector Steele meats the Workers

; Y

P )
i |
| \

i : i f

' During the time of the North-West Rebellié‘n'ihz:&._ man of shady reputation in sympathy with the

1885, -there was also a struggle by workers on the | strikers. He . . . was calling upon those about him

CPRline. Following is an account of a strike froma to attack the police. The constable attempted to
réport of the North-West Mounted Police. arrest Ifim but ... was badly mauled and told to

There was a'sérious dearth of men for return to his commanding officer. Fury...atonze .

] ﬁ went out to arrest the obstreperous contracter .7 =
The constables brought their man out of ‘the
building, but a crowd of more than 200, afl armed,

rescued him despite the resolution of Fury and his

wherever they might be required, but in S
’ y might b qui Spector assistants. Threats were hurled at the policemen, .

- Steele, fearing a general strike of railway con- s X o
- Struction men, reported that he would need every  the sergeant’s tunic was torn in shreds .. ST
man he had. . .. Shortage of cash, not only to meet (Steele) directed F ury to go back :aqpf seize . .
expenses of construction along the North Shore the offender, and to shoot any of the crowd who

of Lake Superior but in the mountains as well, had ~ 'nterfered. " ‘ ;

forced the Canadian Pacific Railway to delay the There was no hesitancy on Fury’s part . . . He

regular payments-in the construction camps ...  @rrested the contractor, only fo be set upon by a
Steele - had previously - telegraphed the Prime every side. He shot one -
Minister that a strike was imminent, involving most aers h the shoulder, » and the
serious consequences. Twelve hundred strikers ~ restfell back. While returning over the bridge with
were said to be armed in the camps at Beaver ~ the wanted contractor, he and his three men were
‘Creek and elsewhere. o : again assaulted by several hundred . ... one a

- About the 1t of April, Steele learned that the O o was shrieking and cursing. |~ ‘
unpaid men were openly voicing an intention of . Steele . . . seeing what was happening and

assailing those in charge of construction, as wel|  '€alizing Fury’s danger . : seized a Winchester
' and ran to the bridgehead. .. . :

-as_destroying the company's equipment. ‘To a h ‘ ‘ e
deputation representing the workmen the inspec- Covering the appr oaching throng, " Steele
for gave notice that he would inflict the utmost the S”OU’e?’ that the first person to-cross would be

*law would allow upon any who committed acts of ~ Shot. -~ s ‘

“violence-"while - the manager of construction, Allretr eated and the strike was over... .

James Ross, stated that as far as lay in his power’ . After the reading of the Riot Act. Steele un- |

" to do so, he would meet their demiands if they burdened/htmselfto the strikers: You have taken

- -returned to their camps, and that they boarg ~ advantage of the faci that a rebellion has broken

would not cost them anything, in the meantime. "OUt in the North West . : but' as desperate
"‘Several hundred of the men were satisfied with . diseases require desperate. remedies, and both ..
this arrangement and' returned. to work. Most of  disease and remedy are her e, | warn you that if | ;
the others congregated at the Beaver crossing ... find more than 12 of you standing together or any
“where there was looge. aggregation of about 700 ' large crowd assembled | will open fire upon you.
, peoplé'ofant-t‘o‘o-prbmiég'pg character. The strik- and’zowly (;L;hdown he had res t66s ther s o
- Ing workmen said they would wait there for their. - .= M ?sk o7 those who had resis ea the police . . . §
““money, ~and seemingly .were not disposed fo Were ta en info custody the next morning, and

- cause trouble. But one- morning word reached = together with Ihe ~ontractor, who' had been sub-.

.. Steele that teamsters, bridgemen, masons ang ~ dued fo Insensibility by one well-placed blow.. . .

- others. at several points were being -ordered to . -Wwere fined §100 each, or six months’ hard labour.

i S ~ B R - -The underworld,woman, whq;vha‘du persisted. in

-leavitheirwork. , ;.- L 1 i 4 ! el n
/ o Steele ordered his men to use the strictest’  Voicing her venom, addressed Steele as-a red:
_measures in dealing with any navvies who attemp- . ©0ated son of a bitch’ and was also gathered in.
“ted to disrupt the railway construction. .. ByAprii7the labourers had all been p,
At one spot:Sergeant Fury..". - told the trouble Sy Vo
- ~makers_that shooting would commence, should - . R R
- they attempt to advance beyond a certain'line. A B S
“hostile demonstration followed . .. = . & .

5 . it frdacheics i John PeterTurnér,»TheNbrth-Wés!, \ ‘,t/edPo‘I/;ce, 18?‘3—1"893,
.~ In_theafternoon of the same day Constable o, 2, pp14g-153 as quoted in J. 820t Sweat'and Struggle,

= «Kerr... metone of the railway Sub-contractors, a pp188-193 !

> B




Railways in the Woods

by Scott Lawrance

“Late one night and colder 'n_hell, standing
on the lower running board where | usually stood,
flyin’ through the biack night, | did something |
rarely never did, got a notion to climb up beside
the boiler.and huddle there, gather some of that
locie's heat; pulled my jacket tight around me and
sat there shivering. Wham! We come around a cor-
nerand there beside the track’s a boulder big as a
room. Faster'n | can say it, it tore heii outa that
side of the engine, ripping off the running board
where | was standing a mile earlier. Woulda cut me
off about where | buckle my belt.”

One man is telling a story about one of the
things that happened io him as-an engineer on a
logging railroad. Many men, many engines, more
trains, hundreds of lines and countless stories
make up the saga of railroad logging, one of the
most memorable and thrilling occupations in the
history of the coast.

I've heard old woodsmen say thatin the 1930's
and '40s it was eévery young man’'s dream to get
outinto the woods for the money and glamour of
logging. If they did get into the woods, you can bet
they thought now and then of how they could get a
job as a hogger or fireman, to ride the puffing,
snorting, whistling steam engines. The trainmen
were the elite of the woods.

Logging trains at Union Bay, 1921 -

Hi

.

i

The job went through a lot of changes since
the first locie was used around 1900 at either Che-
mainus or at Hasting Mills up at Quadra Island and
Thuriow Inlet. It started out with rails tacked onto
the old skidroads recently vacated by oxen and
horses, an adaptation of the rig used by the first

- big donkey engines which hauled the logs with

one-and-a-quarter-inch wire cables,

They called it skidder logging. The logs'd be
hitched one to the other and a whole string of
them, up to twenty big logs at a time, would be
dragged along the track, sliding on their bark-
stripped stomachs. Outfits used this haywire rig,
rails laid on skidroad, tili as late as about 1910, by
which time all had switched over to regular raif.

When the demand increased, Eastern
American companies started supplying detached
trucks, sets of four wheels each, like the trucks on
railroad cars today. The logs’d be slung from one
to another and blocked in place with wedges of
wood or metal. Each of the trucks had its own
brake, manual or steam, which had to be set
separately.

That was the job of the brakeman. He'd
course us and down the moving train which would
be hitting speeds of thirty miles per hour, jumping
on and off the loads to set the brakes. Going up

T x
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hills at a grade of nine per cent, they could stili
manage about ten miles per hour. A guy had to be
pretty quick on his toes to keep em all set right.
The engineer'd have a system worked out to tell
how tight to set em: one whistle, a half turn; two
whistles, three-quarter; three, damp em right
down. ‘ ‘

‘A native carver out near Port Renfrew, Charlie
Jones can remember those early days. He used to
be head brakeman at Renfew and Jordan River
around 1908. He recalls that in the four years he
worked on the trains there were five brakemen
killed and a bunch more bashed up, losing arms
and legs. But the brakemen got good pay, alf of
four seventy-five a day, or three dollars if you were
second brakeman. It was obviously before the
Wobblies happened along.

It was the engineers and firemen later on, .

white foiks running on rails laid by Chinese crews,
that saw the glamour and glory init. They seem to
like rubbing up against adverse conditions and
though they got a little less by ttie hour than the
other woodsmen, they made up for it with lots of
overtime, especially if there'd been a wreck ora
big fire threatened. ,

Working the trains really seemed to get into
isome men’s blood. They talk of the thrill of being
known up and down the coast, to ride through
camp in the cab and have folks wave at you, to sit

e,

in and work a shining black Shay, coaxing it up
hills with a load no crew had managed before.

Everyone remembers the Shay as their
favourite locie. With its three side-mounted
cylinders and geared drive-shaft it easily stood
apart from its biggest competitors, the Climax and
the Heisler. It was called “the eggbeater’ and
‘“‘the cadillac of the locies™'. It was the pioneer in
its field and was made by the Lima Locomotive
Works in Ohio. Shortly after the American Civil
War, a Michigan sawmill operator named Ephraim
Shay designed her to haul logs through the heavy
northern winters. She was to see action in a lot of
countries, trucking far across the seas to serve in
places like Taiwan, the Philippines, Japan, Argen-
tina and Chile.

For Ephraim, *‘the big problem in logging was,
and still is, how to get the logs out of the woods’".
By 1877, he was using a tram-way to log on, but it
was many years and modifications before his
engine attained the classic proportions of the
Pacific Coast Shay. What set these locies apart
from mainland engines was the 'drive system,
which was geared rather than fitted with straight
shafts. Universal joints on the shaft let the engine
navigate sharp curves. The Shay could turn a 32-
degree curve and the Climax, because its drive
was right in the center of the axles, could take a
50-degree turn. The Shay with its three cylinders

Engine ““Old Curly" (CPR), 1885, an Early Climax engine
‘ 19




was a better steamer; it -had more draft, a more
constant torque and better starting power. Then
there was the works, which were all out in view. It
didn’t need a pit to do repairs; most jobs could be
done in the woods.. 1

- The Climax engines were a beauty to watch
but rough to run. There wasa piston on-each side,
and as these fired alternaiely it moved something
like a sprinter. Waddy Weeks, who now drives
truck for Canadian Forest Products at Port Ren-
frew, recalls “They were the hardest damn thing
on a fellow’s body;: banged yer Kidneys around,
shook up yer lungs. It was like riding-a jumping
horse. You couldn’t sit down on em. You get
aboard, tucked yer shirt up tight to'you, pulled the
throttie and you were off, bucking. and snorting
down the line.”” -

‘e % i
“

if the engine was powered by wood "f\here'd be
about five men on a train. There’d be a couple

guys to cut and stack the wood; the engineer to"

direct the operations and drive the train; the '

~fireman to fire the engine, shoving wood into the
furnace; and'a couple of brakemen to see to'it that
the train wasn’t going to run away down the hill. To
get his license to rin a train, an engineer had to
serve eighteen months firing time. To becomie a
fireman, you had to know someone, and that

“=-meant you'd either been on trains before, oryould

been around the woods long .enough to make
friends. L Co

a
* * w L

There was a C!imax:Wh_ich ran away from its
" Rat Portage hogger up;Indian Arm on its first day

of operation, hit a stmp, jumped the track and :

took a swim, leaving only its stack up sucking for
air.. So many locies and so many stories: The
smashup times and the quiet times: brewing cof-

fee in the firebox, getting deer at night in the

‘headlights when the camp meat was scarce, the
- smell-of the warm' cedar jam in June night air

before fire season shut the woods down,. or the:

sight of a doug fir giant silhouetted in moonlight

on afrosty night at winter wner the steam from the.

locie was pumped back into the crummy to keep
-the loggers from going numb. - T

~ But by 1950, those days were just about Qver.‘
After about fifty years of being the center of opera-

tions the locies gave wayto trucks, which had first

shoved their un vanted and ugly (some would say)

|

mugs onto the scene in the 1920’s.

"

. Mman could be.

By the '30s only the iargest shows kept trains
running. Gyppo logging, with its cheaper family
labour, shortcuts and trucks, contract logging cut
into the train operations. Many,,t[hings put the
locies out of operation. The ad men talked about
the versaiility of the truck. They were the coming
thing; speed was catching on; the style, was
changing. As the operations moved away from the
accessible valleys and shore lands further up into
the hills, trucks became more practical. They
could take heavier grades faster, providing the
conditions were good. Big trestles and the bridge
crews were nolonger needed. S

If a locie was burning wood, you needed men
to cut it and stack it and as the timber got more ex-
pensive you were burning up the profits as you
steamed along. So they figured. Today.only one
full-time railroad operation remains, up at
Englewood. Bob Swanson, one of the people most
involved with logging trains over the years, being
engineer and then licenser, figures it was a ques-
tion of style. He points to the Copper Canyon
operation where the railroad was hauling logs at
$2.60 per thousand and the trucks’ costs, spread
out over fifteen years came to $15.00 per thousand

- board feet. Yet the big boys wanted the trucks.

MacMillan said simply enough *It's my money. I'll
do what | want to do with it."’ : .

LA 2R R Y

. But maybe there’s some . . . kind of loss.
Maybe some kind of gain. As the games all get
more specialized, ‘with the work done by fewer
and fewer men, we've got more time, but life is
more hcmogenized. Men: get further from their
roots even than the hoggers were. To them, logg-
'ing was more than a job. The locies were the.very

pirit of romance and glory. To a native like Charlie - -

_~Jones who remembers that no white man’'d go out

on the floats in December the rain was so heavy, *

jand who worked on the trains because it was a job_ O

/a\nd you had to get your $3.00 a day for grub
somehow, there’s not so much glory in it. Your life
lay elsewhere. For people today, | guess it's
something different again, but it's for sure that the _

white folk who ran them figured the trains in the
woods were just about the most glorious place a!

L N S

'Scott Lawrance, **Railways in the Wbdds")’:,'

R._alncaast Chronicles, pp114-124
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Name and address of school/msutuuon/busmess

BRITISH COLUMdlA TEACHERS' FEDERATION

105- 2235 BURRARD STREET‘
VANCOUVER B C veJ 3H9

Objective To promote and eicourage a greater awareness of the
- working people and their trade unions’ in Canada; and-
- specifically in British Columbia.

¥

Activities® To publish and distribute three journals and three
bulletins for jts member 3 and keep them informed as
to the avai lablhty of other. materlals . resources
and workshops or conferences ’

LABOUR H|STORY PSA B MAIL To: B.C. Teachers' l-;ederat‘ion
Membershlp Apphcatlon Form ' ‘ 105 - 2235 Burrard Street
' ‘ Vancouver B.C.- V6J;3H{9-

Soc:al Insurance ;Jurnber L , | “Mr,, Mrs;, Missyv Df-i MSL—L-‘L—L—’
| ) Surnarne [_J 1 : l l ’ !
| Initial = U

. Given Namc

Ll
Mal!mgAddress U
ty u

L1

Postal Code

* School D'istr,‘ictj'Number

1

- IvPE oF MEMBERS‘HIVP

’ :.“BCTF Members $8 non- BCTF Members $8 ";"St'u’dent’s' $5

i _;’D a .Full R
.0 d . Student vj ' D e BCTF Honorary Assocxate Member B B BCTF Honorary Lnfe Member .

v-.TotaI fee enclosed B o Cheque .- .. Honey Order

g
P

D ‘b BCTFAssocnate Member. . . O & Non: BCTF Member

;;Make cheque payable to B C. Teachers Federatyyion.. DO NOT MAIL CASH




»

LABOR HISTORY PROVINCIAL SPECIALIST ASSOCIATION BUDGET -- 1981-82
CODE INCOME

,901 Balance on hand, June 30, 1981
Amount of fees unearned- (as. of

i
i

June 15)
a.  Income surplus (deficit)

903 BCTF grant
904 Fees

905

‘V'9us
907"
'v908
909
. 910

+911-
912

913,

914

5915

a. BCTF members .
b. "Student members
€., NomBCTF members
Other income
- Federal government grant
b. ERIBC research grant ‘
C. Sale of resource *matena"
Fund Raising ' |
" Share of national
"’conference profits
Profit from prov1nc1al
conference g
“Mi scellaneous Interest

EXPENDITURES

Meetmgs :

Executlve (7)

“Table. officers. S

PSA Council delegate (5)

Subcommxttees PR

General meetmgs

Pubhcat:.ons

Journal (‘2)

Newsletter (3) .

Othet pub11cat1ons (1)

Cbnferences and’ 1n—setv1ce
Delegates to conferences
Confetence development

C'naptet support
~Travel allowance

b. Substxtute time for travel
Gtant:s and assmtance to
‘local chapters i

[

“-d. In-service assist tance

$1,267.31

o ' $1,604.21
139 e 89 y j
200 @ $12.00 $2,400. oo
15 ¢ $ 5.00 $  75.00
50 @ $12.00 $ 600.00

$

s
$1,350.00
$1,000.00
s.
$2,250.00

$ 50.00
TOTAL INCOME

(2.3%)
(0.6%)

(0.6%)

(69.48)." - $6 ooo/oo

(3.5%) ' ~'$ 300J00

3.5%) . g 300.00
: ! /

'I,’ L I
L s
(17.3¢) . $1,500.00

§
/

$
$
$/
$

$ (336.90)

' $1,251.00 "

$3,075.00

$4,650,00

$8,639.10"

~$ 300.00

$6,600.00

$1,500.00 °

s o i ot

v LR e et g KB - 83 s + 1

ot

/

A, 2k i . e e s A

"..‘5916 ‘Affiliate fees and meetings
L 917‘ g _Operatmg -expenses - :
: _;918 ; 'Curuculum development

919 uther proJ ects”

SCholarslu P
Spec:.al prOJects .
Bonorana

: -»‘}.920 MJ. scellaneous

B P TPy

. 3.

- ; $ ’

¢o 6%) = s so.oo‘
10.2%) s o

jie TOTAL EXPENDITURES

Ivl

$ 200 00

coos 14100
7$8,639.10fg

PN

i

e R e S e



