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----By Debbie Wilson---­

Hey kids! Here's a game 
just like you saw on TV! 

From the makers of G.I. Joe, 
play the Cobra Battle Game. 
"Knock out the enemy base," 
advises the box, by firing ''soft 
foam rockets" at your enemy. 
Just like a nightly news broad­
cast from Lebanon! 

• 
and sophisticated designs," says the 
proud company. It's just like the U.S. 
Army's truly lethal Chaparrel missile 
system. 

Hasbro has the SkyStriker XP-14F. 
The real world has the F-14A Grum­
man Tomcat Fighter jet. 

G.I. Joe's "Cover Girl" is included 
with the Armored Missile Vehicle 
(Wolverine) and its dozen removable 
missiles you can elevate and swivel. But 
"Cover Girl" is clearly the star. 

'They have waited a long time 
for advanced technology jets.' 
It's here in a plastic model kit, 
a omber with Cruise missiles. 

Or imagine you're the lucky kid with 
the 24-and-a-quarter inch Bl-B 
Bomber model kit from Monogram, 
with 17 Cruise missiles. "They've 
waited a long time for advanced 
technology aircraft to relieve the now 
legendary B-52," boasts the box. 
"And here it is ... ready to patrol the 
skies as a deterrent to possible 
hostilities around the world." 

War toys are so realistic this 
Christmas it's possible to find their real 
life counterparts in the Jane's series, 
the internationally recognized authori­
ty on military hardware. 

Says Hasbro: "Cover Girl finds that 
she must work against her beauty to 
prove herself. She's compelled to learn 
and master decidedly unfeminine 
disciplines. Her self assurance and 
stunningly good looks reduce most 
men to stuttering fools." 

The packages are strangely sterile. 
The blazing guns and exploding shells 
are there, but no blood, no bodies and 
no enemy in sight. 

For that stuff, says 11-year-old Erin 
Gladders, you have to read G.I. Joe's 
comic book series. There, G.I. Joe 
characters battle the enemy, usually 
COBRA terrorists, in Alaska, 
Afghanistan, Africa or the North Pole. 
Figures like mercenary Major Bludd, 
"a ruthless kind of character", are 
developed. A bit of military history 

Christine 
a drive-in 
scream/15 

Take the G.I. Joe line from Hasbro 
Toys of Montreal, the superpower of 
military playthings. They have a 
PAC/RAT (Programmed Assault 
Computer All Terrain) Lance Laun­
chers, ''modern army action weapons 
based on the army's most advanced See page 13 

Kelf Davies tries out new toys. 

PEOPLE AREN'T SUPPOSED TO CRY 

Down on skid road 
---------By Trish Webb--------

She sits on a bar stool among friends, 
engrossed in conversation. From time to time 
people walk up and whisper in her ear. Money 
changes hands. A man brings her a folded 
newspaper, says a few words and goes to 
another part of the bar. 

Julie makes her living on 
skid road, sometimes in Van­
couver, sometimes in Win­
nipeg, occasionally in Edmon­
ton . She sells drugs to support 
her heroin habit and to eat. 
Other women on the skids sell 
their bodies, and some steal. 
Most of them have been in and 

out of prisons and psychiatric 
hospitals . 

"I used to do odd jobs. 
When I tried to stay sober, I'd 
do jobs like house cleaning 
and that, and when they found 
out that I did some time, they 
wouldn't hire me no more 
because I wasn't bondable. 
That was the only thing that I 

could do . I never really tried 
hooking because I never 
thought I could do it," she 
says. 

Julie's life has been a series 
of foster homes, juvenile 
detention centres, prisons and 
poverty. She grew up in 
Manitoba and Ontario and she 
remembers a lot o'f drinking. 
Most of the time she and her 
12-member family shared a 
small house in the worst part 
of town. 

''I started drinking really 
heavy when I was about 12. I 
went to school up to Grade 
three. I started going into 

See page 13 

Fledgling newsweekly folds; 
see you some other Times 

This issue marks the end of 
Solidarity Times. 

The paper's staff received a 
phone call Dec. 13 from B.C. 
Federation of Labor secretary­
treasurer Mike Kramer infor­
ming them Operation Solidari­
ty wouJd no longer fund the 
fledgling newsweekly. 

The decision was reached at 

Second-Clas Na. 61U 

an Operation Solidarity 
meeting that day. 

No other details were 
available at press time. 

Subscribers will receive a 
letter shortly. 

A short history of the 
newspaper appears on the 
back cover. 

1------------- - -----~------- - - - --~-~------ --------~------------------'--------__r--
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Solidarity leaders and government officials sought a quiet way out of the 
education controversy. Maybe homework w,a the answer. 

Nov. 30, just before flying off 
to a West German education 
conference, that the provin­
ce's school boards had until 
Dec. 15 to come up with a plan 
for forcing teachers to make 
up lost time, the crisis was on 
again. The B.C. Federation of 
Labor, meeting in convention 
when the edict was issued, 
voted unanimously to take job 
action if any teachers were 
fired as a result of the govern­
ment refusing to recycle the 
unspent money. 

Last week, however, the 
rhetoric cooled, and both sides 
sought a quiet way out. In 
response to a weekend offer by 
Labor Relations Board chair­
man Stephen Kelleher to hold 
a get-together to compare 
notes on the Kelowna deal, 
Bennett said Dec. 5, "I think it 
might be useful to have a 
meeting and talk about those 
things that were discussed." 
But Bennett didn't back off 
from plans to "downsize" 
B.C. 's teaching staff. It was 

that stubborness which led 
Kuehn to argue that "he has 
this obsession to fire these 
teachers, which is crazy in a 
province with 14 per cent 
unemployment." 

Meanwhile, school boards 
around the province were 
racking their brains and tickl­
ing their computers to come 
up with a plan in time for 
Heinrich's Dec. 15 deadline to 
avoid losing the unspent 
funds. The Nanaimo school 
board, headed by B.C. School 
Trustees Association president 
Joy Leach, was the first to do 
so. It proposed teachers work 
an extra eight minutes a day 
from January to June to make 
up the three days. 

B.C. Teachers Fed vice­
president Pat Clarke respond­
ed that it was a scheme ''essen­
tially asking teachers to work 
for free," and called the pro­
posal a political action to save 
face for the government. Nor 
were other observers impress­
ed. Province editorialist Jack 
Clarke scoffed at the notion 
that "with an extra eight 
minutes you can cram more in­
to the kids' craniums at the 
end of a long day." 

While Bennett called the 
Nanaimo plan "an interesting 
possibility,'' other school 
boards were trying to find 
answers to more important 
questions. At the Dec. 5 Van­
couver School Board meeting, 
where controversial Socred 
board chairman Kim Camp­
bell stepped down to devote 
more time to law articling, 
representatives of the Sikh 
community protested govern­
ment plans to slash funding 
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for English as a Second 
Language programs as "short­
sighted, discriminatory and ir­
responsible." Said Mota Singh 
Jheeta, president of the Khalsa 
Diwan Society, "We are 
frankly at a loss to understand 
the rationale for the proposed 
cuts." 

By mid-week, the focus 
shifted to other venues. In 
Vancouver's West End, wor­
ried tenants trudged through 
the season's first snowfall in 
the Lower Mainland to attend 
meetings protesting rent hikes 
as high as 100 per cent in the 
wake of the government's 
elimination of rent controls. 
Tenants living in buildings 
owned by Zen and Aquilini, 
hit by the largest increases, 
decided to form committees to 
work through the dying Ren­
talsman's office. 

At the University of B.C., 
• where an $18 million shortfall 

caused by government cut­
backs prompted the school's 
administration to suggest hik­
ing student fees by 126 per 
cent over three years, universi­
ty president George Pedersen 
told his shell-shocked faculty 
that UBC was facing its most 
serious crisis since the Depres­
sion. Even the Sun editorial 
noted that already "fewer 
British Columbians go to 
university than do Ontarians, 
Albertans and Manitobans," 
and wondered if we were fac­
ing an "ignorant society." 

While inhabitants of ivory 
towers and West End high­
rises looked for cash to make 
ends meet, that same day at 
the posh Whistler ski resort, 
See page 14: HOMEWORK 

ON* 
• 

, the amount of money the B.C. 
That s Jllent didn't spend on the salaries 
go"ern bers and support workers from 
of te~c ber 8th to 10th. 

• Teachers don't want it in their pockets 
as pay for working extra days . 

• 
• 

r-Jo"eJJl 
nett agreed to leave this money 

Bill Be~b0 ots. 
•n tbe s 
1 s don't want this money to go to 
"(eacber eases for themselves. 
paY incr 

• Teachers want it to be spent to maintain 
the services to students provided by the 
600 education workers who face ter­
mination • 

• But Bill Bennett has broken his agree­
ment . 

L£T'S ALL SEND A MESSAGE TO BILL BENNETT 
WE'VE HAD ENOUGH CONFLICT 

IT'S TIME FOR UNITY IN B.C. 
estimates only, 

.,, :figures 

A Message from the B.C. 
Teachers' Federation 
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MONTH-LONG CAMPAIGN 

Fightback slated 
for chopped CIP 

By Brian Jones 
Community groups have 

targeted December for a 
month-long campaign against 
the provincial government's 
decision last summer to ter­
minate an employment pro­
gram for handicapped and 
unemployable people. 

Support for the Community 
Involvement Program is being 
mustered by the Solidarity 
Coalition and CIP Fightback, 
a coalition of community 
groups and social agencies. 
They want the government to 
reinstate the program, which 
paid people $50 per month to 
do 20 hours of volunteer work 
with community, church and 
other groups. 

CIP Fightback has planned 
a "Day of Action" for Thurs­
day, Dec. 15, when they will 
hold a rally at Vancouver's 
Robson Square. 

"It's important for poor 
people to be supported by not­
so-poor people,'' says CIP 
Fightback spokesperson Sue 
Harris. 

Besides encouraging people 
to send letters and telegrams to 
human resources minister 
Grace McCarthy, CIP 
Fightback is also trying to 
involve other groups around 
the province in the fight by 
sending out information 
packages and lists of resource 
people, says Harris . 

"This way the CIP local 
groups can really understand 
the issue," she says. "The 
issue got a bit clouded because 
McCarthy came out and said 
the program was not suc­
cessful." 

CIP was officially ter­
minated Aug. 31, but peo­
ple wno had contracts may 
work until March 1984, says 
Harris, when the government 
plans to start a new program. 
CIP Fightback did manage to 
convince McCarthy to honor 
existing contracts, but many 
disabled and "unemployable" 
persons have still been cut off 
CIP, Harris says. 

"They're (the government) 
acting totally illegally as far as 
we're concerned," she says. 
"People are unable to get on it 
(CIP), even though they are 
eligible.'' 

The government's planned 
new program is inadequate 
because it excludes 
unemployable people, says 
CIP Fightback. 

"We want both handicap­
ped and unemployable people 
to qualify for CIP," says Har­
ris. "This government thinks 
it will save money, which is 
garbage. How do you put a 
dollar figure on somebody's 
health and happiness?" 

Each month more and more 
people are being cut off CIP as 
their contracts end, says Har­
ris, and already the conse­
quences are being felt . 

"We know of at least two 
cases of attempted suicide," 
she says. "This loss has made 
them go over the edge a bit. 
Losing a job is a big loss, 
whether you make $50 or 
$500." 

But one man who was cut 
off CIP is going to court Dec. 
21, arguing that the program is 
"still legally on the books," 
says Harris. 

"If he wins, that means the 
program still exists. It will 
mean that she (McCarthy) has 
acted illegally.'' 

NICARAGUA 

Peace tools 
shipped to 
Sandinistas 

By John Mackie 

One Fraser Valley farmer 
gave $10,000 cash. An 
anonymous donor matched it. 
A retiring doctor donated 
medical supplies. Others chip­
ped in desks, photo supplies, 
school supplies, medicine, 
tools and tractors. It's all on 
the way to Nicaragua, 
courtesy of the Canadiart 
public. 

Over $1,000,000 worth of 
money and implements has 
been collected in the Coalition 
For Aid To Nicaragua 's 
" Tools For Peace" boat pro­
gram. This is the third year of 
the program: the amount col­
lected has risen at an 
astonishing clip, from $69,000 
in 1981 to $125,000 last year. 

"Despite US and CIA pro­
paganda against Nicaragua, a 
lot of people in Canada are 
getting the true story about the 
positive changes in 
Nicaraguan society,'' says 
Coalition steering committee 
member Harvey MacKinnon. 
"It's a popular government, a 
pluralist society, and the peo­
ple are making great gains. 
There has been a 600 pernent 
increase in health spending 
since the revolution in 1979, 
and education has also risen 
more than 300 percent.'' 

MacKinnon, a veteran 
fundraiser, feels the amount 
collected is extraordinary, 
given the recession and other 
factors which normally work 
against projects like this. It's 
generally harder to raise 
money for international pro­
jects, he says, particularly 
when it's in a non-emergency 
situation (i.e., there hasn't 
been a disaster like an earth­
quake or flood or there isn't a 
major war.) 

"One of the reasons people 
work hard for Nicaragua is 
that people realise that the 
government is providing the 
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It hasn't always been all smiles for B.C. Hydro workers currently on strike against the Crown corporation. 
They've been on strike since Nov. 25, and the main Issue on the bargaining table Is that old sturt1bllng block -
an exemption to BIii 3, the Public Sector Restraint Act. Hydro workers are not the only ones having trouble get­
ting an exemption. The Canadian Union of Public Employees fears they wlll have to make major concessions 
when they try to negotiate their exemption, and already Operation Solldarlty Is threatening to fight another battle 
over BIii 3, this time to support Hydro workers. Meanwhile, the unions Involved are asking Hydro customers 
not to Include the stubs from the bills when paying them. 

environment where develop­
ment can actually occur,'' he 
says. He says the success of the 
project is due to the work of 
hundreds of volunteers in BC 
and a few thousand across the 
country. 

Anyone interested in further 
donations can contact the 
Coalition through Oxfam at 
2524 Cypress , Vancouver, 
phone 736-7678. 

'RESTRAINT' 

Return Bennett 
booklet to 
sender's home 

Wondering what to do with 
that "restraint" brochure the 
provincial government sent 
you? The Solitary Coalition 
has a suggestion. 

Send them to Premier Bill 
Bennett's Kelowna home with 
"unsolicited mail" written on 
the outside. The address is 
R.R. #1, Pritchard Drive, 
Westbank, Kelowna, VOS 
2A0. 

"It's really scandalous that 
they would use taxpayers' 
money for this," says Patsy 
George, Lower Mainland 
Solidarity Coalition 
spokesperson. 

"ln the booklet they call 
myths facts, and facts myths." 

The coalition asks that peo­
ple do not open the envelope 
before sending it back ''where 
it belongs." 

WAS CONFERENCE 

Women prepare 
new strategy 
against budget 

By Muriel Draaisma 

A feminis t communi ty 
group will launch a two­
pronged attack against what 
they call the provincial govern­
ment's recent assault on social 
services. 

Women Against the Budget 
decided at its Dec. 11 con­
ference in Vancouver to 
develop a program of a,ction 
dramatising the budget's crip­
pling effects on women and 
children, and to try to educate 
the general public and drum 
up more support for their 
group. 

Other suggestions from the 
50 women at the conference 
included more neighborhood 
leafletting and door knocking, 
and fostering contacts with 
other active women, even 
those in the Social Credit par­

_ ty, to widen WAB's base of 
support. 

"We must reach out to new 
people, to isolated women, 
and rebuild the momentum 
that we lost," said WAB's 
Sara Diamond. 

Many WAB members, spor­
ting Operation Soldout but­
tons, expressed bitterness and 
dissatisfaction with the 
Kelowna agreement reached 
Nov. 13. 

" There's been a phony 
separation of labor and com­
munity groups. Those guys (in 
Operation Solidarity) don't 
rep resent union members 
anymore than they do us," 
said WAB member Jean 
Rands. 

"Even though the mobiliza­
tion was great, it was heading 
for defeat because nobody 
challenged the myth of 
restraint and we weren't really 
asking for what we wanted." 

Members decided to list the 
actual social services needed 
by women and to hammer out 
a position on the restraint 
issue. They discussed adopting 
an offensive strategy to fight 
the firing of social workers, in­
stead of continuing their 
defensive stance. 

They also passed motions 
calling for concrete action to 
prevent the closure of Van­
couver's Transition house, 
which is scheduled to be either 
privatized or closed by March 
31; a wake comparing human 
rights in B.C. with that of 
Orwell's world in Nineteen 
Eighty-Four; and a "budget 
university'' designed to 
educate communities about 
Socred policies and its 
restraint program. 

The group also plans to 
shoot videotapes. 

"There's a whole lot of 
subliminal advertising in the 
budget, and we thought we 
should explode the idea of 
restraint," said W AB member 
Nora Randall. 

W AB members promised to 
support other job actions and 

See page 4: WOMEN 
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to continue fighting for the 
rights of trade unionists as 
well as feminists. "We must 
not let the Solidarity Coalition 
hold us back by its inactivity," 
aid Diamond. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Cosmetic 
changes 
feared 

By Keith Baldrey 
The B.C. Organization to 

Fight Racism has called for 
militant action to force the 
provincial government to ac­
cept alternatives to its planned 
human rights legislation. 

Although Labor Minister 
Bob McLelland announced 
last week his government 
would likely withdraw Bill 27, 
the Human Rights Act, and 
replace it with an amended 
act, the BCOFR is not hopeful 
of any major changes to the 
legislation. 

"We'll believe it when we 
see it," said Tim Stanley, a 
BCOFR spokesperson. "It's a 
good sign he's going to 
withdraw Bill 27, but per-

sonally I'm not very op­
t1m1st1c. I suspect a few 
cosmetic changes will be 
made." 

About 70 delegates to 
BCOFR's annual general 
meeting in New Westminster 
Dec. 10 repeatedly called for 
tough action to fight the 
government budget measures 
and what they see as ''the ris­
ing tide of racism" in this pro­
vince. 

"Only unyielding resolve on 
our part will insure that the of­
f ens iv e legislation is 
withdrawn and our rights 
restored," BCOFR president 
Charan Gill told the meeting. 
"We are working to defend 
the little protection we had 
under the Human Rights Code 
prior to the government's at­
tack which was launched on 
July 7. A consultation process 
which was agreed to in 
Kelowna is of very limited 
value." 

Gill warned if the govern­
ment does not accept alter­
natives to its existing plans, 
"We must be prepared to 
mount another challenge to it 
- in the form of a general 
strike if necessary." 

Stanley said after the 
meeting past experience with 
the Social Credit government 
shows they mostly ignore sug­
gestions for better human 
rights legislation in the pro­
vince. 

Stanley referred a govern-
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Music and speakers entertained 400 people who braved cold to attend human rights rally at Robson Square Dec. 10. 

meat-commissioned report by 
Vancouver lawyer John 
McAlpine two years ago, 
which he said included specific 
changes to the Human Rights 
Code. "There are substantial 
changes suggested in that 
report, but the government 
has never seen fit to implement 
them," said Stanley. 

Instead, said Stanley, the 
government introduced the 
Civil Rights Protection Act, 
which he says is a "useless 
piece of legislation." 

"Our lawyers say that act is 
absolutely useless and unen­
forceable." 

Wages dip 
When International Wood­

workers of America tentative­
ly accepted a contract last 
week providing no wage in­
crease in the first year of a 
three year pact, they weren't 
the only ones to do so. 

Average wage hikes in B.C. 
plummeted to 0.9 per cent in 
November, according to 
figures released by the 
Employers' Council of B. C. 
Average increases over the 
past 12 months have dropped 
to 4 per cent. Those are the 

lowest figures recorded since 
the council began collecting 
pay statistics more than a 
decade ago . 

Employers' council presi­
dent Jim Matkin expressed 
satisfaction with the 
phenomenon. "People want 
to keep their jobs," he said. 
But B.C . Federation of Labor 
secretary-treasurer Mike 
Kramer charged that an 
"unholy alliance" of big 
business, government and the 
media "has conducted a cam­
paign of terror and fear 
against workers," resulting in 
pay packet increases far below 
the rate of inflation. 

Community Sports ltd. ARIEL BOOKS 

Supports Forever 
20%-50% off on everything 

3615 West Broadway 
Vancouver, 733-1612 

6262 E. Boulevard 
266-1434 
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Photocopier supplies, paper, toner, 
rolls & sheets for all makes of 
photocopiers at competitive prices. 

Also Adding machine rolls 

FREE DELIVERY 

- set up by the B. C. Tenants' Rights Coalition, a coalition of 
over40 tenants and community groups, a member of Solidarity 
Coalition. 

* assistance in organizing enants 
* free help with individual tenant problems 

Tenants' Rights Hotllne1 738•0147 

A WOMEN'S BOOKSTORE 
2766 West 4th Avenue 

Vancouver, B.C. 733-3511 

11.u.11.·s. 
MOVING 

If it's time to move, 
do it with 

poople who care! 

Z54·5593 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
YOUR MONEY 

IS DOING TONIGHT? 

CCEC CREDIT UNION 
uses its members' deposits to support 
progressive, cooperative activities . 

Serving co-ops, community groups, and 
their members. 

Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday 1 p .m.-7 p.m. 

CCEC Credit Union 
205 E. 6th Avenue, 
Vancouver V5T 1J7 

Phone 876-0910 · 

Not Every Business 
Has a Million Dollar 

Budget 
For instance many Solidarity Times advertisers are s~all 
business people. They work hard and have to thmk 
carefully abou where to put 'i:hei r advertising dotlars. 

Small Business people are advertising in Solidarity 
Times - they support the paper for the ame reasons 
you do. You can support them and the Times JY patron iz­
ing Solidarity Times advertisers. 

Think about putting your dollars where it pays off for all of us. 
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BAIT FOR THE 
'UNDSHARK' 

Paying rent without controls can hurt 
By Tom Hawthorn 

The Radiator Hospital is one 
neighbor, Martin's Worm Factory 
another. Coleco, the computer stork 
for all those Cabbage Patch Kids, has 
an office across the street. 

Morell's Pure Foods is four doors 
down. No one has ever seen food at 
Morell's, pure or not. A huge drum 
marked "butterscotch flavor" was 
once seen in the back alley. 

It's a grey, grim industrial 
neighborhood, where the few houses 
are crowded by tall walls of ashen 
cinder blocks. At one of those crowded 
houses, a scene was played that is 
becoming all too common at the first 
of each month. 

It came with a knock at the door, 
like most bad news. It also came with a 
lawyer - more bad news. 

D.J. took the sheets from the 
lawyer's pink hand. She was served 
Notice 855019. 

Notice 855019 was crammed with 
small print. It made for an imposing 
document. One part did stand out: 

"Current rent: $330. 
"Rent increase: $320. 
"Total: $650." 
D.J . recognized this. "Ah, yes," she 

thought to herself. "This is the end of 
rent controls. It is the new beginning 
for the free economy of supply and de­
mand, during which the Fraser In­
stitute has promised us consumers a 
break on rental costs through competi­
tion." D.J. was well-versed on the sub­
ject. 

Now, this is no tragic tale, with crip­
pled widows tossed onto the snowy 
Christmas streets by mustachio'd 
landlords. Nor is it one of disastrous 
financial hardship - hardship yes, 
disastrous no - for my friends at the 

house are either students or employed. 
In fact, they were paying $660 rent 

on the same house just a few months 
ago. But they did a little researching, 
discovered the rent was way out of line 
of rent controls, and had the sum roll­
ed back to its legal level. The Ren­
talsman ordered they live rent-free un­
til the $9,600 in excess rent was paid 
back. 

Notice 855019 cuts that time in half. 
As for the Rentalsman today, the July 
7 budget left him in limbo. 

Take the rent increase notice. It an­
nounces that "for all practical pur­
poses, rent controls have been drop­
ped." The 10 per cent hike ceiling is 
gone. But don't despair, suggests the 
notice, for not all the rules are gone. 
(Among the supposedly reassuring list 
of rules still in effect is such trivia as 
''rents must be rounded to the nearest 
dollar.") 

More seriously, the Rentalsman can 
conduct a review if the current rent is 
below $500, and the increase more than 
15 per cent. But there's a catch - you 
have to gather information on rents be­
ing paid for comparable residences in 
the neighborhood, which tenants rights 
groups say means tough door-to-door 
slogging. 

Let's go door-to-door. The "land­
shark," as the residents call him, hap­
pens to own the house next door. There 
is only one other house on the block. 
The next closest homes are in residen­
tial settings. It's going to be tough to 
compare. 

Even the number of rooms in the 
house is disputed. The landlord says 
10, counting a tiny alcove at one end of 
the kitchen and the stall-like toilet 

See page 18: RENT 
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Co•ops clefencl flip side of story 
By Trish Webb 

Under fire from private developer 
critics, defenders of co-op housing are 
telling their side of the story. 

Doug Dennis, a manager at the 
Canadian Mortgage and Housing Cor­
poration in Vancouver says criticizing 
co-operative housing schemes because 
they house a few middle- and upper­
income families is narrow view . 

A CHMC study of social housing 
programs released in November spark­
ed an outcry from private developers 
who recommended an end to co­
operative housing subsidies. 

But Dennis says an end to subsidies 
would effectively stop almost all hous­
ing development in Vancouver. 

"Over the last 10 years very little 
rental housing has been built without 
tax advantages or subsidies," Dennis 
said. "The break-even point for new 
rental accommodation in Vancouver is 
about $1,000 per unit. That's what it 
costs to pay mortgage and operating 
costs, but the market can only support 
$450 per month." 

Much of the criticism of co­
operative housing comes from the 
Housing and Urban Development 
Association of Canada, which claims 
non-profit and co-operative housing 

Private developers hate them, tenants love them - co-ops create controversy. 

funded by the CMHC serves the 
"underserving." 

Highlights of a recent HUDAC 
paper, "Social Housing and Subsidized 
Co-operatives: Benefit or Burden?" 
were featured prominently by the local 
daily press, which found architects and 
other highly-paid professionals living 
in co-ops. 

But Inner City Housing Society con-

report distorts figures and focuses on 
the negative aspects of the CMHC 
study. 

"Most government spending on 
housing goes to the private market, be 
it homeowners or investors," says 
Khouri. "Co-ops accounted for $34.8 
million out of a total of $997 million in 
direct spending in 1980. When you in­
clude the hidden subsidies, co-ops ac-

BEV DAVIES PHOTO 

count for one-half of one per cent of 
all direct and indirect subsidies." 

The CMHC study found that in 
1981, 70 per cent of co-operative hous­
ing residents earned less than $10,000 
annually, and that 91 per cent of co­
operative housing benefits went to 
families with annual incomes of less 
than $20,000. 

See page 18 CO-OPS 
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Rape Relief crisis centre a survivor 
By Debbie Wilson 

It is sometimes difficult to tell 
whether the women operating Van­
couver Rape Relief are staffi.ng 
telephone lines or front lines. 

They were first in line to lose govern­
ment funding. They have had the 
triumph of surviving the nearly two 
years since then (thanks to vigorous 
fund-raising efforts), tempered by the 
tragedy of watching other members of 
their rape crisis centre coalition fold in 
Prince George, Terrace, Victoria and 
Powell River. 

Rape Relief members now believe 
that they were the test case for the re­
cent funding raid which cut or killed 
grants to nearly every women's 
organization in the province. "The 
government got away with cutting us 
off," says collective member Joni 
Miller. 

The government locked horns with 
Rape Relief over access to confidential 
file and a questionnaire apparently 
designed to compile a profile of a 
typical rape victim. Rape Relief refus­
ed to comply with the government's 
demands and in February 1982 the pro­
vince pulled its grant. 

The fund-raising fervor which enabl­
ed the group to buy a house for a 
women's shelter before funding was 
cut has continued to pay the bills. The 
big old building shows evidence of 
renovations underway with volunteer 
labor. Donated bread, bedding, and 
other items help keep the house stock­
ed. 

The main and upstairs floors, secure 
behind solid doors with sturdy locks 
always bolted, house up to ten women 
and children escaping war at home. 
Some stay overnight; some, a couple qf 
month . There i no limit to the length 
of their stay. 

In the basement Rape Relief offices 
Miller sits in an unfinished room near 
the telephone crisis line. She says now, 
as she said two years ago, that the fun­
ding fiasco was more than a matter of 
filling out forms and forking over files. 

"What they didn't say up front was 
that a a coalition of rape crisis centres 
we were becoming pretty noisy, pretty 
trong. They didn't like how we were 

dealing with women," she says. 
"They wanted us to pat women on 

the back and say 'there, there, dear,' 
and take her to the police station and 
say 'you've had your one rape and it 
won't happen again.' They didn't want 
us to rebel against the conditions that 
caused the rape in the first place. 

"What they're doing is they're cut­
ting off funds to anyone they see as be­

ing in political opposition to them." 
Pam Moodie, a collective member 

the past IO months, says they do take 
women to the police station if that's 
what the woman wants to do. But they 
also let her know there are alternatives 
to legal action. She might poster the 
neighborhood with a description of an 
attacker, place a newspaper advertise­
ment or-distribute leaflets at his work 
place. It removes a rapist's anonymity, 
she says. 

Some women choose to confront the 
rapist with a group of people. Says 
Moodie: "It's a woman saying to a 
man that it's not okay and all these 
other people think so too. In the legal 
sy tern a woman rarely gets an oppor­
tunity to say that. 

"Most often men are very in­
timidated by a crowd of women. 
They're not accustomed to women 
demanding that they change their 
behavior. We've had men call us after 
a postering and apologise, basically." 

BEV DAVIES PHOTOS 
Pam Moodie ot Vancouver Rape Relief starts the er/sis /Ina. 

The crisis calls come in more ·fre­
quently than before, averaging about 
three a day. Callers more often include 
talk about money problems; about 
having difficulty feeding and clothing 
themselves. Rape Relief workers face 
their own financial troubles along with 
a growing workload. For example, the 
cars they use to attend calls can not 
always be counted on to run. 

By Trish Webb 

The Women's Shelter Society is 
struggling with bureaucracy. None of 
the public agencies it needs for funding 
think it's a bad idea; they just think it 
will take time and a lot of number­
juggling. 

The society is trying to develop a 
housing project and support services 
for street women in Vancouver. Its 
plan includes temporary and long term 
housing, drug and alcohol treatment, 
health programs, cultural: spiritual 
and recreational activities, a cafeteria, 
a laundry and child-care facilities. 

They have approached the City of 
Vancouver social planning department 
and the Canada Mortgage and Hous­
ing Corporation for funding, and 
various government agencies and com­
munity organizations for program 
development. 

While it is possible to lease city­
owned land, there is no suitable pro­
perty available for the project because 
the society wants a large space 
downtown where most street women 
live. 

''They want an awful lot of space for 
the program," says social planner 
Shirley Chan. "The proposal they 
brought to us wasn't economically 
feasible. They have to make the 
numbers work.'' 

The dozen women in training at 
Rape Relief House - some who were 
onetime residents at the shelter 
themselves - work shifts tending the 
24-hour crisis line with more experienc­
ed collective members. Still, most 
members of the collective work 40 to 
60 hours each week and none draw a 
paycheque there. 

Moodie says their work ''becomes 

the major force in our lives." 
''Our focus is not how to fix the hurt 

this minute, but how to change it. It is 
important to know how the court 
system works and how to get medical 
attention. But we also teach each other 
how to explain to a woman how she's 
not at fault, and how to explain to a 
woman why the man who raped her 
wasn't convicted." 

Shelter society faces 
red tape maze 
Many women ask for special help 

Because CMHC can only fund the 
housing part of the proposal, the 
Shelter Society must obtain committ­
ments • from the other government 
agencies involved in the program 
before the housing corporation can 
give it any money. 

"We believe it will take too long to 
get the other agencies to go ahead in 
time for our 1984 budget allocations," 
says Jane Hopkins, a CMHC officer. 
''The housing part of the proposal 
could be done if the society scaled 
down to housing only, but then they 
wouldn't get all the space they need for 
the rest of it when it does come 
through.'' 

Miriam Azreal has worked in Van­
couver's downtown eastside for five 
years. She thinks the area's homeless 

women will not survive without help. 
Working on a federal grant, she and 
other women from the Shelter Society 
circulated questionnaires to 100 
women in the area last summer. 

The survey showed a large female 
population in poor living ar­
rangements, which moved frequently 
and had spent time in jails. Eighty out 
of I 00 respondents said they used 
alcohol, or drugs, or both. Most said 
they wanted to live in a place that 
restricted weapons and drugs. 

"Without intervention, some of the 
women downtown won't survive for 
another three years. There is a 
disproportionate number of murders in 
the downtown eastside, and a lot of the 
victims are homeless women," Azreal 
said. 
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WE'RE GETTING SMALLER PIECES OF A 

PAYING OFF 
THE INTEREST 

By Stan Persky 

More than five months after Premier 
Bill Bennett sandbagged them with the 
July 7 budget , British Columbians are 
still puzzled. And for good reason. 

How, in one breathtaking move, did 
Bennett and his finance minister, Hugh 
Curtis, manage to: 1) increase provin­
cial spending by 12.3 per cent, 2) pro­
duce a$ 1.6 billion deficit, 3) run up the 
B.C. debt to a whopping $13 billion, 4) 
slash social programs to ribbons, and 
5) successfully get the whole thing 
labelled an act of "restraint"? 

Analysis 

Part of the Socred progaganda coup 
can be attributed to the noise level. In 
the midst of the 26-bill barrage that 
gave rise to the Solidarity Coalition, 
there was little opportunity for the 
usual sober estimates that normally ac­
company government book-cooking. 

Now, with the help of a budget study 
done for the Times by Capilano Col­
lege economist Ken Moak, it's possible 
to explain who's getting smaller pieces 
of a larger, but largely unpaid for pie. 

Whatever else might be said about 
the 1983 Socred budget, the govern­
ment, says economist Moak, "was not 
practicing restraint in the traditional 
sense." Restraint, in ordinary usage, 
means holding back, spending less. 
The government didn't. Total expen­
ditures for this year were estimated at 
$8.4 billion, a 12.3 per cent jump over 
last year's $7 .5 billion budget. (Table 1 
shows revenues and expenses for the 
past three years.) 

If the government was serious about 
its oft-stated goal of reducing the infla­
tion rate, it had a curious way of show­
ing it. Spending was flowing at twice 
the rate of inflation. Yet the premier 
never appeared more earnest than 
when insisting workers should forego 
all wage increases - in effect, taking a 
5 per cent pay cut. 

At first glance, it simply looks like 
everybody's getting something. In fact, 
once inflation is taken into account, 
real dollar spending on education and 

1983PIE ,r7" 
~ ~:~~~ 

HIGHWAYS, 
INDUSTRY, 

SPECIAL FUNDS 
& EMPLOYMENT 

DEVEL. 
12.5% 

3.8% 

3.9% 

13.5% 

health rose only a bit over 1 per cent 
compared with 1982 levels. The ap­
parent jump in welfare spending ac­
tually hides $86 million in transit ser­
vices costs. With welfare rates frozen 
since last April, the increase in Human 
Resources Minister Grace McCarthy's 
budget simply reflects an increasing 
number of the province's 14 per cent 
unemployed who have exhausted their 
UIC benefits. A number of other 
ministries providing "people" services 
- consumer affairs, housing, and 
municipal affairs - saw their budgets 
slashed. 

Revenue 
Expenditure 

Deficit 

I 

PAGET 

LARGER, UNPAID PIE 

__ , 
counted), municipal affairs and hous­
ing - the people-nourishing portions 
of provincial sustinence. But bigger 
pieces of the pie as a proportion of the 

HIGHWAYS, INDUSTRY, 
SPECIAL FUNDS 

& EMPLOYMENT DEVEL. 
9_5•1. 

whole (compared to the previous year's 
choice cuts) go to finance, highways 
and employment (which ought to be 
considered a single category), and in­
dustry and special purpose funds 
(another joint category for all practical 
purposes) - in short, into the bellies of 
business. 

The next time Bill Bennett tells you 
this is a restraint budget, tell him his 
claim is just "pie in the sky." 

TABLE 1 
B.C . Government Balance Sheet 1981-83• 

1981 1982 
$6.903 b. $6.541 b. 
7.087 7.519 

.1 84 .978 

1983 
$6.842 b. 
8.445 

1.603 

This was also a government that 
chanted at every available opportunity, 
"there's no such thing as a free 
lunch ." Yet, for the third year in a 
row, it was buying, but not paying, 
running a record $1. 6 billion deficit. 
Perhaps more shocking than the day­
to-day deficit was the size and increase 
of the province's long-term debt. 

So where are the dollars really go­
ing? Explains Ken Moak: ''Increases in 
the budget were largely contributed by 
interest payments on the debt (that's 
the 88 per cent increase in finance), 
employment creation and training pro­
grams (often highway jobs, now listed 
as 'employment development'), public 
works projects, resource industry 
development, transit financing (buried 
in welfare), and high technology in­
dustry attraction (some of this can be 
found in 'special purpose fund' expen­
ditures)." 

'Source: Ministry of Finance, " 8.C. Budget 1983" 

The debt is the place where the 
government records money it's spent 
that doesn't show up on the annual 
balance sheet. This sleight-of-hand is 
achieved by permitting crown corpora­
tions to borrow money on their own, 
money that isn't included in the annual 
deficit. Expenditures for dams, nor­
theast coal development, and rapid 
transit are conveniently hidden there. 

From 1976, when Bill Bennett took 
office, to lhe present, the provincial 
debt has more than tripled. It was $4.2 
billion in 1975, when a short-lived 
NOP government left office Thi year 
it's jumped nearly $.t. oillion over Lhe 
1982 figure of $11.3 billion to $13.3 
billion. A a percentage of the gross 
provincial product, 1983's debt 
amounts to 27.3 per cent, the highest 
figure in more than a decade. 

Okay, so it's not restraint. But what 
is Bill Bennett spending taxpayers' 
money on in 1983? (Table II shows 
what's being spent and how it com­
pares to the previous year.) 

Restraint, concludes Moak, "was 
clearly defined as a reduction in 
government services and an expansion 
of financial assistance to public pro­
grams which would stimulate private 
sector employment and investment." 

All of this becomes quite clear when 
we compare the 1982 and 1983 pies. 
For one thing, despite frequent govern­
ment justifications of social service 
cutbacks and teacher firings on the 
grounds there's "no more money," t he 
1983 r,ie i~ bigger. B11t somet ing fun­
ny happens once the pie gets cut up. As 
University of Victoria public ad­
ministration professor Rodney Dobell 
puts it, the idea that the re ulting :,!ices 
reflect some restrictions on 'ability to 
pay' rather than personal choice, 
political discretion, or collective 
priorities is absurd." 

Smaller pieces of the 1983 pie ~o to 
health, education and universities, 
welfare (once the transit money is dis-

Legislation 
Auditor General 
Ombudsman 
Premier's Office 
Agriculture 
Attorney General 
Consumer Affairs 
Education 
Energy 
Environment 
Finance 
Forests 
Health 
Human Resources 
Industry 
Government relations 
Labor 
Housing 
Municipal Affairs 
Provincial Secretary 
Tourism 
Highways 
Universities 
Employment Development 
Special Purpose Funds 

TOTAL 

TABLE II 
Expenditure by ministry (in millions) 1982·83 

Per cent 
1982 1983 increase 

7.1 7.6 7.0 
3.1 3.2 0.3 
1.6 1.6 0 
0.7 0.7 0 

81 .0 81 .7 08 
311 .6 33.2 5.9 

19.4 19.1 (1.2) 
1,314.7 1,406.7 7 0 

23.6 25.6 85 
85 .5 82.9 (3.0) 

177.4 333.5 88 .0 
232.8 242.6 4.2 

2,284 .1 2,450.0 7 3 
1,201 6 1,368.3 13.9 

116.7 140.9 20 7 
2.5 2.4 (1 3) 

57. , 58.9 20 
104.2 100.3 (3.7) 
250.3 220.9 ( 11 . 7) 
247.1 259.8 5.2 

7.5 5.9 (20.4) 
556.7 569.1 2.2 
387.4 389 .4 0.5 
27.7 245.0 783 .2 
17.2 98.7 473.8 

7,519.2 8,445.0 12.3 
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EDITORIAL 
Roof falls in on tenants as rent curbs encl 

The human cost of Bill Bennett's 
"restraint" program again became 
evident last week. 

That's when landlords, emboldened 
by the government conveniently 
putting the Rentalsman watchdog "to 
sleep," took a larger bite out of 

tenants' incomes with the 
announcement of massive rent hikes. 

In buildings owned by Zen and 
Aquilini, B.C. 's biggest and most 
notorious landlords, they were as 
high as 100 per cent above current 
rates. At Morris Wosk's Liberty 

.NOW .. JUST SIMPLY 
AP AND FLY.! 

MEDIA PATROL =------------

Investments' properties, the increases 
were held to between 10 and 30 per 
cent. Mr. Wosk will probably win a 
good citizen award for his show of 
''moderation.'' 

Of course, in the commercial media 
there have been, and will be more, 
editorial apologetics for the boosts, 
learned discussions of "market 
forces,'' and even a columnist or two 
leading the cheering as octogenarians 
are thrown out into the cold. 

The excuses are disgusting; the 
hikes themselves are cruel and 
immoral. But perhaps in these days 
of rising neo-conservatism, the only 
morality is the price the market will 
bear. 

About all that's left of the 
Rentalsman's powers is a rather 
toothless mechanism called "rent 
review." Thanks to the Socreds, 
landlords are permitted increases of 
15 per cent without scrutiny. Above 
that, and the Rentalsman may take a 
look to see if it's "excessive." Even 
that meagre power will be stripped as 
of June 30, 1984, if the government 
gets its way. No doubt, those 
landlords who hold increases to 

Sur pr Is Ing I y easy to start over at 72, 

between 10 and 15 per cent will be 
praised as humanitarians. Rentalsman 
Jim Patterson has already said as 
much. 

The entire discussion is downright 
bizarre. Because of "restraint," 
workers are expected to settle for 
wage hikes well below the rate of 
inflation. But under that same 
"restraint" program, landlords are 
told the sky's the limit, and if tenants 
don't like it, there'll soon be no roof 
between them and the sky. 

As the first snow of the season hit 
the Lower Mainland, we had elderly 
tenants in Vancouver's West End 
trudging through the slosh to attend 
protest meetings. Some of them filed 
an appeal in B.C. County Court to 
argue the Rentalsman didn't have the 
right to approve increases in excess of 
15 per cent. Small comfort, but that's 
probably the sole legal avenue open 
to them. 

Perhaps the solution, as one 
tenants' advocate suggested, is "that 
tenants should take a lesson from the 
trade union movement and strongly 
consider a rent strike" where gouging 
occurs. 

If Pete gets you tossed out of your suite 
By Lanny Beckman 

Is Pete McMartin trying to punch 
72-year-old Margaret Mitchell's lights 
out or is he just head over heels in love 
with capitalism? 

You might know McMartin. He lives 
on page 5 of the Sun. That's Cityside 
columnist Linda Hossie's old apart­
ment, located a few flights up from the 
mad judge in the basement, Les 
Bewley. When Hossie was called away 
on a journalistic scholarship last fall, 
the Great Rentalsman in the Sky guid­
ed McMartin - then of no fixed ad­
dress in the pages of the Sun - to her 
choice piece of literary real estate. 
Since then, the noisy new tenant has 
be ome known for such antics as 
threatening to "punch the lights out" 
of people he's interviewed. 

Margaret Mitchell isn't so well­
known. She's a pensioner handicapped 
with arthritis who lives alone in a small 
one-bedroom apartment in 
Vancouver's West End. Thanks to the 
Socred restraint budget, her rent of 
$184 a month is being hiked to $375, an 
increase of l 04 per cent. She will 
almost certainly be forced to move. 

The image of this tragic, solitary 
woman about to be uprooted by a 
gouging landlord must call up anguish 
and outrage in anyone who knows her 
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circumstances. Not in McMartin . 
When he sat down to write her story 
last week, his eyes were dry as a bone. 

"Call me cynical, call me 
unfeeling," he says, but Mitchell's 
$184 rent in the West End is "blatantly 
unrealistic in today's economy. That a 
72-year-old invalid lives there is not 
pertinent to the issue of whether or not 
there should be rent control." 

Sorry, Mrs. Mitchell, the punk in the 
penthouse says rent controls have got 
to go, and so do you. 

For all of his anti-social instincts, 
McMartin hasn't entirely abandoned 
Mrs. Mitchell. Out of the goodness of 
his artificial heart, he hopped in his car 
one day and drove out to the suburbs 
where he discovered ... vacancies! 
And "reasonable" rents! 

So knock off the moping, Mrs. Mit­
chell, and high tail it out to Surrey to 
snap up one of those cheap flats. If the 
move seems forbidding, just make a 
list and check things off one at a time: 
rent truck (be sure to get a driver's 
licence if you don't have one), move 
belongings (maybe Pete will hold up 
the light end of the piano you have on 
your back), settle in, make new 
friends, find new doctor, locate Cana­
dian Arthritis and Rheumatism Society 
centre in Surrey, charm grocer into 
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helping you home with your bags ... 
You get the picture. And you'll be 

surprised how easy it is to start over at 
72, especially when you'll be living in 
harmony with the sacred laws of the 
marketplace. Once you're all comfy in 
commuterville, wouldn't it be a nice 
gesture to send Mr. McMartin a little 
thank you note? 

Margaret Mitchell's predicament is a 
perfect illustration of the theory that 
society's main function is to protect 
the strong from the weak. When she 
had trampled on her landlord's rights 
long enough, the Socred state (cheered 
on by the business press) loaded up its 
legislative shotguns . For starters, rent 
controls were blown away. 

If that wasn't enough to put the lady 
in her place (while booting her out of 
it), she also has to face cuts in 
homemaker services and in the public 
health nursing program, hikes in pus 
passes, and in user fees for emergency 
and acute care, abolition of the renters' 
tax credit, and much more, courtesy of 
the government that brought you 
restraint. 

At least, one can't accuse McMartin 
of only picking on Mrs. Mitchell. In 
the same paean to the elimination of 
rent controls, he also picks on Cecile 
and Joseph Schoenfeld, whose rent 
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goes from $385 to $600, despite having 
done all their own apartment repairs, 
as well as Blanche Derban, whose 
Barclay Street digs will cost $420 in­
stead of the current $221, and Jacques 
Lusignan, whose $242 bachelor suite 
will soon cost $375 monthly. "Why 
don't they just move?" asks McMar-
tin. 

Ironically, McMartin's prescription for 
Mrs. Mitchell and the others might 
bear upon his own situation. He, too, 
is living beyond his means. The pit­
tance he forks out to sub-let Linda 
Hossie's page 5 space is artificially 
low a fraction of what she paid . Her 
col~mns showed a maturity and critical 
intelligence that his don't begin to 
match. He really ought to pack up and 
move to a neighborhood suited to his 
journalistic ability to pay. 

Fortunately, the suburbs are crowd­
ed with papers which require only 
modest literary skills and almost no 
political savvy. If McMartin moved in­
to one say in Delta or Surrey, he'd oc­
cupy 'a "realistic slot in today's 
economy," and he'd be able to pop in 
on Mrs. Mitchell a few times a week to 
lend a helping hand. 

In time, he might transform himself 
from a neo-conservative into the 
"cynical" and "unfeeling" human be­
ing he seems to want to be. 

Solidarity Timas is published at 
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Vancouver, B.C., V5Z 1K9. 
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PUT IT IN WRITING 
Teach'• 
to reacl 
Lanny Beckman began his 

article (Times, Nov. 30) with 
the oft-quoted statement, 
"It's hard to figure kids out 
today." Well, I agree, but I 
don't think Beckman gets to 
the heart of the problem. He 
speaks on the one ~and of 
students' "political docility," 
and yet provides quite exten­
sive evidence that rather than 
being apolitical or docile, high 
school students today are very 
much political, even violently 
so. 

Beckman suggests, "Some 
might have been egged on by 
right-wing parents, but more 
likely, they were the victims of 
seduction by the media." The 
phenomenon of conservatism 
among the current crop of 
high school students probably 
has much more to do with the 
quality of education they now 
receive. Teachers are being 
radicalized, in large part 
because they are under severe 
attack by the Bennett govern­
ment. However, the students 
they teach are far removed 
from any serious experience of 
oppression. 

As a teaching assistant at 
the University of B.C., I see 
students come to university 
with the most unrealistic 
understanding of not only 
their own abilities, but also the 
standards that prevail. My 
feeling is that if standardized 
reading and writing tests were 
given to all students entering 
university, the majority would 
be assigned a competence 
rating of Grade 8 or 9 
equivalence. For the last 10· 
years there has been a serious 
concern on the part of parents 
and teachers that reading and · 
writing skills have 
deteriorated. Little, though, 
has been done. Students are 
coming to university unable to 
employ the written standard. 
As well, they simply do not, 
and so, cannot read . 

Beckman suggests students 
be given a political education 
by their recently politicized 
teachers. I'd rather they 
didn't. However, I do hope 
that teachers much more 
seriously tackle the problem of 
literacy in schools and insist 
upon genuine academic ac­
complishment. I hope also 
that they continue to resist a 
government that diverts public 
funds into private schools, and 
creates increased burdens on 
teachers by cutting not only. 

_., auxiliary staff but also pro-• 
grams and teachers, High 
standards and a sound educa­
tional service can't be main­
tained on a shoe-string budget. 
Marcia Macaulay 
Vancouver 

Power•mad 
tryout 

B.C. is only a testing ground 
for the attack of the ruling 
right-wing on the working 

It Isn't hard to figure out some kids today. 

poor and their trade unions. If 
the power-intoxicated and 
revengeful Bennettomics suc­
ceed here to maul labor and 
erase 60 years of gains in one 
legislative session, then it 
won't be very long before 
other right-wing provincial 
governments and even the 
federal Liberals do the same. 
Remember the "5-and-6" pro­
gram of Ottawa after the 
"7-and-8" program of Vic­
toria not too long ago? The 
other governments are only 
waiting in the wings for the 
final results from B.C. Their 
knives are also sharp and 
ready. 
G. Singh 
North Vancouver 

King BIii 
or Dickens 

The misery which we are en­
during today stems largely 
from King Bill's allocation, in 
these times of financial str­
ingency, of $126 million of 
public funds to a monument to 
himself. It is very doubtful, it 
is now understood, if Billy 
Bennett's Blister will ever pay 
for itself, for it has been com­
puted that $26 million yearly 
will have to be found for addi­
tional interest on loans incur­
red. The stadium is simply not 
paying for itself. 

Again, billions more have 
been dumped on hare-brained 
mega-projects. High priced 
"experts" are imported into 
the province because our 
leaders do not believe in 
themselves - they must have 
others to do the thinking. 

A community must live 
within its means. We are pay­
ing today for the frivolous 
dreams of our leaders. Mr. 
Micawber knew better. One 
wonders if any of the Vic­
torian caucus ev.er heard of or 
read Dickens? 
William Manson-Hing 
Vancouver 

Watson off 
011 erotics 
I am writing on behalf of 

Women Against Por­
nography, Victoria, in 
response to Scott Watson's 
review (Times, Nov. 16) of the 
"Sexuality and Seeing" show 
at the Unit Pitt Gallery. 

By off-handedly opening 
the review with the comment 
that Unit Pitt is "Vancouver's 
most unkempt gallery," Watson 
sets the stage for unobjective 
and useless generalizations 
that are tossed out throughout 
the review. Need I remind 
Watson that a gallery does not 
have to look like something 
out of Architectural Digest to 
exhibit serious art? 

Stating that the show is 
composed of "feminist art" 
and consigning all erotic art to 
this category are the type of 
generalization that serves 
more to confuse than clarify 
the issue. The show, in fact, 
contained more art that could 
be called "sexist" than 
"feminist." Furthermore, all 
current erotic art is not "con­
signed'' to the auspices of 
feminist art, though I would 
concede that it shows the most 
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promise of producing non­
exploitative erotica. 

Watson further exhibits his 
lack of understanding the 
nature of erotica when he 
complains of the absence of 
male nudes done by women. 
Does he expect women to 
merely duplicate (in reverse 
gender) what male art has been 
repetitiously doing for cen­
turies? 

I must also object to Wat­
son's put-down of vaginal im­
agery by referring to it as 
depictions of "cosmic 
vaginas." Would he also com­
plain of an over­
representation of "cosmic 
penises" or is he merely trying 
to cover up a case of male 
womb envy? 
R. J. Pazdro 
Victoria 

Carrot 
for power 

John Warnock's two ar­
ticles on parliamentary 
democracy and how to make it 
work (Times, Nov. 23 and 30), 
settle on three rather trivial 
solutions to the problem: pro­
portional representation, the 
use of initiative, referendum 
and recall, and petitions to 
force general elections. While 
Warnock's recommendations 
are, self-admittedly, offered in 
a spirit of realistic reformism 
rather than as a revolutionary 
alternative to Canada's ex­
isting political institutions, 
they unrealistically ignore the 
fundamental characteristic of 
Western democracies. 
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In all advanced industrializ­
ed societies of the Western 
model, the political process is 
largely identifiable with the ef­
fective bureaucratic use of 
power. The various parliamen­
tary institutions merely serve 
to mask and obscure the fact 
that the electorate is governed 
by competing political elites, 
who generally espouse a left or 
right-wing orientation 
primarily as a carrot to grab 
control of the reins of power. 

There are no easy solutions 
to this exrtremely disturbing 
general political situation, yet 
I feel we would be deluding 
ourselves if we do not 
recognize that the extent and 
depth of the political problem, 
defined as "making 
democracy work," is fun­
damentally a question of 
challenging the power elite. 

One very hopeful sign is the 
marriage of the concept of a 
movement and a political par­
ty, as in the Green party­
movement in West Germany 
today. This solidarity between 
ordinary people and their 
political party suggests, to me 
at least, that it is a model for 
genuine democrats to emulate. 
Hopefully, the spirit of the 
Solidarity Coalition can either 
infuse the B.C. NOP with this 
much-needed concept of 
movement, or cause it to 
emerge as a political party­
movement in its own right. 
Richard Clements 
Vancouver 

4'unk the 
•011arch 
In recent letters to Lower 

Mainland newspapers, the 
Monarchist Association of 
Canada has wholeheartedly 
endorsed the Social Credit 
government's "restraint" pro­
gram and, of course, their un­
precedented use of closure. 

This government has alway 
waged a campaign of hatred 
against poor people, and it's 
merely a case of natural pro­
gression that this persecution 
has now escalated out of all 
proportion and must be halted 
if even a shred of democracy is 
to remain. The NDP recogniz­
ed this fact and took ap­
propriate action in 1he 
legislature. 

The approval of the monar­
chist association is to be eJ1-
pected, defending as they do 
an institution infamous in 
the annals of history a op­
pressors of the p or and 
helpless. At a time \\hen there 
are over three million r ople 
unemployed in Britain, and 
here the Bennett government 
docks $50 a month off the 
allowance for the handic p­
ped, the Princess of Wale is 
spending over $10,0 0 a 
month on clothe ! Ho · can 
the monarchists Justify thi ? 

We've junked the British 
North America Act with all it 
unpleasant reminders of de­
meaning colonialism. lsn't it 
about time to junk the British 
monarchy as well? 

J. L. Stewart 
North Vancouver 
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PUT IT IN WR'--=-=-IT-=---=-l=-=-N~G----------~-­
Why we 
walked 

l believe the Times has a 
great potential to assist the 
truggle against the July 7 

budget legislation by pro­
viding information and a 
forum for discussion and 
analysis. That's why I'm a 
ubscriber. 

But I believe the Times is 
not doing itself or the Solidar­
ty movement any good by 
declining to deal honestly with 
what occurred in Kelowna on 

ov. 13. As the saying goes, 
either we learn from history or 
we are condemned to repeat it. 

Those of us who walked 
upport picket line at Van­

couver city schools in 
ovember helped pass out an 

excellent leaflet produced by 
the Vancouver Municipal and 
Regional Employees Union. 
Thi leaflet summed up what 
we believed was happening. 
The leaflet quoted Art Kube: 
"If teachers and other 
employees in the education 
system go on strike, labor will 
demand hange in legislation 
on education spending and 
human rights before agreeing 
to return to work." 

This i what we told pas-
er by, picket-line crossers, 

and each other. This was why 
w walked on the line in the 
cold , cold rain . We weren't 
there for "con ultation" and 
we weren't there just to help 
the B.C . Go ernment 
Employees Union settle a con­
tract dispute. 

We were there becau e we 
believed the series of 
e calating trike was the la t 
and be t method of forcing the 
government to rescind its 
budget legislation. 

Yet the battle against the 
legi lation wa blunted - at 
least o far - by the leader­
hip of ur own side. When an 

end to the strikes was pro­
claimed ov. 13, a number of 
important principles for which 
\\e were fighting were 
violated. Whoe er heard of a 
labor di pure being called off 
without the people walking the 
line having a chance to 
democratically consider the 
details of the offer and have a 
chance to vote on it? What 
negotiator wouldn't be laugh­
ed out of the union hall if he 
returned to all off a strike on 
th ba i of some oral pro-

. ? m, e . . 
0'1 a T new clip I aw 

olid:irity leaders defend the 
do~na events on the 

ground that promises made 
·arlier were part of fight 
rhetoric, and that in the "real 
world" tatements are often 
made \\ hich cannot be later 
h nored. To me, a "real 
\\ orld •' \\ here promises are 
broken, tru t are betrayed, is 
a ocred world. 

I write thi letter as a com­
mitted participant in the 

olidarity movement. But as 
the B.C . Federation of Labor 
gear up to possibly support 
the teacher , what is to prevent 
the events of ov. 13 from oc-
urring again? 

I believe the Times does not 
help itself or the Solidarity 
movement by rewriting history 

and describing the Kelowna 
events as "the agreement with 
Solidarity" (Times, Nov. 30). 
It is good to promote unity 
and solidarity among all those 
struggling against the budget 
legislation. But the abandon­
ment of what people were 
walking the line for is not an 
"agreement with Solidarity." 

, BY OB5ER 
SANTA)S 

FUL C-Vl'DE 

Nor is a failure to win retrac­
tion of all the offending 
legislation a victory. 
Tom Wayman 
Vancouver 

• 
I am a member of the Mid-

Island Solidarity Coalition in 
Nanaimo. 

At a coalition meeting 
recently, a discussion about 
the Solidarity Times came 
about. Several people spoke 
against the Times, and one 
person felt very strongly that 
the paper was not truly 
representative of people in 
Solidarity. These few 
dissenters were only a small 

Times article was racist 
would like to ask some 

questions about David S. 
West's article, "Your 
Number, Please" (Times, 
Nov. 30). 

Was the small man with a 
big voice Caucasian? Did the 
two women barricaded behind 
boxes of index cards have a na­
tional origin? What nationali­
ty or ethnic group did the 
following people belong to: 
the man who looked like a 
salesman, the soldier, the 
tatooed young man and his 
bleached-blond girlfriend? We 
have a long list of people here 
but no mention of their ethnic 
background. Yet constantly 
throughout the article we are 
told native people are present. 

First, we are told, "The 
natives are patient and speak 
softly to each other." Later, 
we read, "a thick-lipped 
native is swigging from a bot­
tle of wine ... " Still later: 
·• . .. a native family, the man 
muscular, long hair braided, a 
small tatoo amid the pro­
truding veins of his arm. The 
woman is fat-bellied from beer 
and starchy food ... '' 

How does David West know 
that the women is fat from 
drinking beer and eating star­
chy food? Did she tell him? 

Why are native people singled 
out of the line? Why is that 
group linked with booze in this 
article? Why did the Times not 
poing out to West that his arti­
cle was racist, and help him re­
write it in a non-racist way? 

We are all racist - we have 
been trained well. Any time an 
article is written, we should ex­
amine it for racism. If we are 
writing we should ask 
ourselves, are there ways I am 
perpetrating stereotyped im­
age of a group by singling 
them out? 

One of the things that hap­
pens to minority groups is that 
they are constantly excluded 
from printed material or they 
are included in a stereotypical 
way. Therefore, we need to 
have our friends go over our 
writing and check for our un­
conscious racism. It will un­
doubtedly be present. Even 
after we have checked, some 
racist attitudes will still find 
their way into print. And when 
they do, we should be 
prepared to receive criticism. 
It's the only way we are going 
to learn. 
Dorrie Brannock 
Vancouver 

Thank you for your well-

taken criticism. We accept it. 
And we're still learning-Ed. 

• 
The Vancouver Food Bank 

thanks you for recognizing the 
need to increase public 
awareness of the extent of 
hunger in our city, 
demonstrated by the story on 
our program (Times, Nov. 
30). 

Author David West saw the 
need to look at The Food 
Bank from the viewpoint of a 
recipient of food aid. This is 
fine, and it made for in­
teresting reading. However, 
Mr. West made no attempt at 
contacting anyone from The 
Food Bank and perhaps get­
ting the whole picture. If he 
had, he would have found out 
the food given to the needy is 
recognized by all to be a food 
supplement and not sus­
tenance for an entire week. 

Otherwise, aside from one 
or two inaccuracies inevitable 
in any story, it was effectively 
written, and hopefully your 
readers have reacted positively 
to the accurate descriptions of 
the ugliness and sadness of 
poverty. 
David King 
The Food Bank, Vancouver 
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minority, however. The 
discussion made it clear, 
however, that communica­
tions among the Coalition 
around the province needs to 
be greatly improved. 

Personally, I think the 
paper is an extremely impor­
tant part of the Solidarity 
movement. The Times, most 
importantly, must be a bin­
ding force. It must increase the 
"solidarity" of its people, and 
also articulate the concerns, 
goals and activities of Solidari­
ty. 

There should be constant 
and full communication bet­
ween the Times and the 
various coalitions around the 
province to collect informa­
tion on upcoming events, 
related newsworthy happen­
ings, highlights of general 
meetings, etc. 

I think you've got to tighten 
up the paper more. Don't let 
the articles get too big and 
rambling. Keep them concise 
and hard-hitting. In summary, 
I am fully supportive of the 
Times. I trust you will not let it 
die. Reach out if you need any 
help. We've got to make sure 
the paper remains truly for the 
people, and by the people. 
Don Nordin 
Gabriola 

Party II? 
In reference to your 

editorial, '' As for doubts 
about who the political op­
position is, all Bill Benne t has 
to do is call an election to pro­
mptly find out" {Times, Nov. 
30), the NDP has not been a 
viable alternative for a long 
time, although "it has good 
people working for them." 
They have masqueraded 
(don't spot the socialist) and 
low-profiled themselves right 
out of existence. Since this 
isn't the climate to make B.C. 
Green, Solidarity should 
become a party as well as a 
movement. 
Renee Rodin 
Vancouver 

• 
Boy, am I sorry for taking 

so long to send you this 
money. I've really been enjoy­
ing the issues (and the issues in 
the issues). 

I hope things such as money 
and energy are not in short 
supply for you so you will be 
able to keep up the good work. 
I've just been reading the Dec. 
7 issue, and it's terrific. 
Calvin Wharton 
Vancouver 

We want to hear from you. 
Solidarity Times welcomes 

letters, criticisms, comments 
about articles we've published, 
and brief analyses of social 
and political developments. 
Put It In Writing is a forum 
for Times' readers and we urge 
you to use it. 

Here's how to Put It In 
Writing: write to Letters, 
Solidarity Times, 545 W. 10th 
Ave . , Vancouver, B.C., 
V5Z 1K9. 
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ON THE JO.::".':..._'.B:::____~~---~-------~--

Darwin Juarez was recently in 
Canada by invitation of the B. C. 
Teachers Federation as a representative 
of FOMCA, a coalition of Central 
American teachers. He spoke with 
Trish Webb. 

Teaching in Nicaragua these days is 
difficult because it is being done under 
the conditions of a war. Teachers who 
are in the battlefield have to teach with 
a book in one hand and a rifle in the 
other hand because you have to be 
prepared for an attack from Hon­
duras. In every school there is a refuge 
to protect children against the attacks. 

Schools have been attacked and they 
have destroyed several. Two centres, 
the equivalent of kindergarten, were 

destroyed in rural areas. The counter­
revolutionaries are always after the 
teachers. ln 'the last five months they 
have assassinated 21 teachers. This 
year over 80 educators have been 
assassinated by the contras. 

In the areas close to the battlefield 
teachers are armed. Not only teachers 
have weapons, but all the people. 
Because the Nicaraguan army is so 
small they wouldn't be able to defend 
the country. For that reason all the 
people carry weapons. 

In these three countries, Guatemala, 
Honduras and El Salvador, due to the 
repression that is taking place, over 
1,000 teachers have been killed. Most 
basic rights of the educators have not 
been respected. Hundreds of teachers 
are now in jail. Thousands of them are 
in exile. Teachers in many locations are 
attacked by the security forces. 
Teachers' leaders have been forced to 
go un,derground. We had the case of 
one of the leaders of the Honduran 
teachers whose house was machine­
gunned. 

Educational materials are scarce. 
There are a lot of children in each 
school, so teachers have to teach large 
classes despite an education budget in­
crease of over three hundred per cent. 
The number of students has doubled. 
We have been forced to increase expen­
ditures in defense - that is affecting 
the areas of health care and education. 
There are different grade levels in the 
same classroom, but this is the only 
way we can do it in order to have the 
children in schools. 

Even the schools in the cities have 
very scarce resources and we have too 
many students in one place. We have 

Released FBI papers 
renew retrlal hopes 
Leonard Pe/tier's friends keep on trying 

By Tom Hawthorn 
"I'd like to go back," Steve 

Robideau told his audience. The only 
way to make sense of his story was to 
go back ... 

. . . Back to June 26, 1975, yet 
another day when red blood stained the 
prairie grass of the Pine Ridge Indian 
reservation in South Dakota. Only this 
time, white men's blood poured too. 

A ferocious shootout left three men 
dead, one an Indian, the others FBI 
agents. The largest FBI manhunt ever 
was launched. 

ted by an all-white jury on the grounds 
of self-defence. Only Leonard Peltier 
was convicted - on what is today ad­
mitted to be false testimony - and is 
serving two consecutive life terms in 
Marion, Illinois . 

Peltier's lawyers are seeking a new 
trial now that thousands of pages of 
FBI documents have been released 
through the Freedom of Information 
Act. An appeals court in St. Louis is 
currently preparing a judgement on 
whether to grant a hearing to deter­
mine if the information in the FBI 
documents warrants a new trial. 

"That decision could come as soon 
as next week," Robideau said, "or as 
late as March. If it fails, then we have a 

Nicaraguan tHcher Darwin Juarez. 

'I book in 
one hand, 
a rifle in 
the other' 

cases of one teachers handling 70 
students. 

After four years of revolution, the 
number of teachers has increased 57 
per cent. Under Somoza, with so many 
children not in the schools, there were 
unemployed teachers. To find a job as 
a teacher was very difficult. In spite of 

· an increasing number of teachers there 
is still the need for more. And as a 
result, the government has created 10 
new teachers' training centres. Also 
we've been training more teachers at 
the faculty of education at the Univer­
sity of Managua. We train the high 
school teachers there. 

Hundreds of teachers were laid off 
under Somoza, and many were 
assassinated, put in jail, all because 
they were representing the demands of 
teachers. The answer from Somoza 
was he wouldn't allow teachers to 
organize. After the journey, we have 
the freedom to organize. 

Our participation in government 
matters can be of the highest level. 
Teachers have representatives at the 
state council, which is the equivalent of 
parliament. And also we have 
representation at the government jun-

ta, which is the highest body of the 
government. 

All the most important issues con­
cerning education are not approved by 
the government without consultation 
with the teachers. To give an example, 
the curriculum and the textbooks are 
being done by teachers' representatives 
with the co-operation of the ministr} 
of education. 

Because of the difficult situation we 
are under, we believe that the main bat­
tle we are fighting now is the battle for 
peace. We are trying to stop the U.S . 
continued arming of repressive govern­
ments, the training of assaulters. Also 
we'd like to see that they withdraw the 
U.S. troops who are stationed around 
Nicaragua. 

At this time we have, in the area, 
about 16,000 U.S. marines. FOMCA 
represents Central American teachers 
who support the peace initiatives of 
Nicaragua and call for the countries to 
resolve their own differences without 
interference of foreign countries. We 
ask Canadian organizations to 
demonstrate to stop American in­
tervention in Central America. 

Four Indian men, all associated with 
the militant American Indian Move­
ment, were indicted for the murders of 
the agents . Two, including Steve 
Robideau's brother Bob, were acquit- See page 12: PELTIER American Ind/en AloHment IHder Leonard Peltler. 
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WEMFILMS 
Distributes over 200 docu­
mentary titles including: 

• CONTROLLING INTEREST 
• CLOCKWORK 
• WHOSE PROGRESS? 
• THE RECKONING 
• ON OUR LAND 
• WOMEN IN THE MIDDLE 

EAST SERIES 
• CENTRAL A 

COL 

ypress St. 
. V6J 3N2 

h.: 738-8815 
s for our 

WEN-DO 
Wo.men's 

Self Defense 
---

876-6390 

Drop-In 
Intermediate 
Class 
Every Thursday 
7-9 p.m. 

Trout Lake 
Community 
Centre 

BISTRO DELI 
Breakfast Special Dally 
Muffin & Coffee $1.00 

7:30-9:30 a.m. 
• Please watch for our daily 

luncheon special 
• Soup & sandwich special 
• Catering service 

680 W. Broadway 
Ph: 876-8929 

Season's Greetings to 
all Members and 

Supporters of Soli"darity 

For more information write: 

Bottled beer is 
rapidly becoming 
a thing of the past 
If this trend continues the result will be a total 
denial of choice to the consumer. e.g. 
lounges, restaurants, even liquor stores. 
This denial of choice will also result in a 
negative effect on the employment picture in 
B, C, Brewery workers, glass workers, paper 
workers, printing trades as well as those who 
handle the product will be directly affected. 
B. C. workers will be replaced by out-of­
province workers. At present the majority of 
the cans are being produced in the U.S.A. 

If you feel your choice 
is being denied -
take action. Let 
your voice be heard. 
Write or call today! 
CARLING-O'KEEFE BREWERY LTD. 
Al Brsnsron - 733-1131 
2790 Vine Street 
Vancouver, B.C. V6K 3L3 

LABATT BREWERIES (B.C.I LTD. 
Graham Freeman - 669-5050 
976 Richards Street 
Vancouver, B.C. 
MOLSON BREWERY LTD. 
Jack Beach - 738-3166 
1550 Burrard Street 
Vancou-.r , B.C. V6J 3G5 

MINISTRY OF CORPORATE & CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS 
James Hewm - 387-1541 
Victoria, B.C 

B.C. HOTEL ASSOCIATION 
Jack Burte,wo,th 681 -7169 
900 West Georgia Street 
Vancouver, 8 .C. 

RESTAURANT & FOOD SERVICES ASSOC. 
OF B.C. 
Don Bellamy - 879-~l 
1267 Kingswav 
Vancouver, B.C. VSV 3E2 

BREWERY, WINERY DISTILLERY 
WORKERS UNION Local 300, 

4717 Kingsway, Vancouver, B.C. VSH 2C3 

Peltier' s plight 
focus of book 

From page 11 
lot harder fight. But we're prepared to 
go to the Supreme Court if we have 
to." 

The information meeting on 
Peltier's case, held in a concrete room 
in the bowels of Vancouver's Carnegie 
Centre Dec. 9, was a happy affair, a 
reunion of friends, family and familiar 
lawyers. 

Theirs has been a long, frustrating, 
eight-year legal battle. They have won 
international support, but little action 
from American courts. Yet some re­
cent victories are attracting attention: 

Fifty Congressmen presented a brief 
to the appeals court in St. Louis sup­
porting Peltier's request for a hearing. 

Peter Mathiessen's book, In the 
Spirit of Crazy Horse, has renewed 
popular interest in the case since its 
release last spring. 

As well, Robideau said some 6,000 
of 18,000 pages from the FBI files 
prove what Peltier's supporters believ­
ed all along: the FBI conspired to con­
vict him with perjury, fabricated and 
coerced testimony, and m:mufactured 
evidence. 

Lew Gurwitz, one of Peltier's 
lawyers, told the 50 people at the Van­
couve meeting: "If they give us a new 
trial, we'll hang them in the cour­
troom. If they don't, we'll hang them 
in the international forum." 

Local lawyer Stuart Rush 
represented Peltier during an 11-month 
extradition hearing here, which 
resulted in his return to face trial in the 
U.S. in early 1977. Peltier had fled to 
Canada after the shootout. 

"He was on the run because he was a 
marked man in the U.S.," Rush said. 
"The FBI had marked him for the 
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murder of those FBI agents." 
Incredibly, Rush said, Peltier was 

extradited because of two sworn 
statements by Mrytle Poor Bear, who 
later renounced both and claimed to 
have been coerced by the FBI. 

"When Leonard Peltier returned to 
face trial, the 'evidence' used to ex­
tradite him was never used - because 
they knew it would never hold!'' 

During Peltier's trial in North 
Dakota, the defence called Myrtle 
Poor Bear to testify on being coerced. 
The judge refused to let her take the 
stand, saying she was an admitted liar, 
an incompetent witness. 

"There is a base hypocrisy in a 
system that will use those affidavits for 
one legal hearing, but not another. 

"If Leonard Peltier had not been 
returned to the U.S., he would not be 
convicted. And he would have never 
got out of Canada without those af­
fidavits." 

The released FBI document show 
"how really base and black the 
evidence was, how conspiratorial were 
the gathering techniques ," Rush said. 

The government selected evidence, 
choosing not to release some ballistic 
test results. Those indicated the mark­
ings on shell cases found at the 
shootout did not match the firing pin 
of Peltier's alleged murder weapon. 

Rush said he and Peltier had brought 
an application to the Law Society 
against the conduct of the prosecutor 
in the extradition. Another FBI docu­
ment states there were three Myrtle 
Poor Bear statements, the prosecution · 
decided the one which contradicted the 
other two was not to be introduced. 

"The federal department of justice 
has never once objected to the fact that 
the Canadian extradition court was 
manipulated, lied to, and debased, said 
Rush. "What kind of government 
won't protect their legal system and 
won't complain to Big Brother in the 
United States?" 

Construction ancl General 
Workers Union, Local 602 

... ... 

We wish Solidarity 
Times .every success 

in its endeavors. 

Also wishing 

Season's Greetings 
to everyone· in the 

• province. 

S last 8th Avenue 
Vancouver, ■.C. Ph1879•459I 
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'It's not like 
a serious war 
or anything' 

From page 1 
about conflicts like the Korean war is 
tossed in. 

Characters who get knocked off in 
the plot never make it to plastic. The 
Russians made an appearance in early 
issues, but have long since been turfed 
from the story line. 

"They were trying to get this anti­
gravity device," says Erin. 

Erin and his friends Keif Davies and 
Eli Roxburgh, both 12, don't follow 
the comic book plots, or the nightly 
news for that matter. They just mix up 
all the G.I. Joe and enemy COBRA 
figures together and pit them mish­
mash in their living room battles. 

"You just kmd ot make them 
fight," says Keif. 
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G.I. Joe headquarters under gentle dusting of snow substitute. · BEV DAVIES PHOTO 

"It's not like a serious war or 
anything, adds Erin. 

Aircraft fire has strafed the bat­
tlefield. Men lie frozen in a dying pose 
around a fortified tank position. Then 
. . . THE CAT! Keif drags it through 
the area, overturning the COBRA 
High Speed Sentry vehicle and the 

MOBAT tank, leaving bodies and 
weaponry strewn in its wake. 

Meanwhile, parents, teachers and 
anti-war activists are prodded to pro­
test by the progressively more lethal 
equipment copied for kids toys. One 
Vancouver group planned to stray into 
the staccato of machine-gun fire in toy 
department to slip stickers on the little 

boxes warning: "Think before you 
buy." 

There are no nuclear warheads made 
by G.I. Joe, says Erin. But sometimes, 
says Keif, when the game goes too long 
they just pretend they have nukes to get 
it over with. 

Photo Credit. Deborah Barndt 

Queremos la Paz 
We Want Peace 

in the spirit of goodwill toward all people 

• Queremos la Paz is the clear cry 
of the struggling people of Central 
Ametica in their search for peace 
and dignity in their lives. 

• Oxfam projects are a small but 
concrete way of developing 
cooperation and tackling the real 
causes of poverty. 

• Health, literacy and other 
development projects in the Third 
Wortd. 

• A donation to Oxfam-Canada 
supports the struggle for equality 
and justice and will ultimately help 
bring about peace in the wortd. 

• Training a teacher can cost as little as $ 33. 75 
• $40. plants as much as one acre of food 

---------------------------~ ,...../YES1 I will help fight Pov<'rtv. 0 , 
lYl Hunger and lnJu 1,ce •nd me rREE Information I 
□ Here',mvtaxdeduct1hl.•o ·Ir. □ "25 O-;;r.11 □ '1()() □.:: 01, I donation ·' .J> ,:., :i, -"-- t 11.,r 

0 Cheque enclosed O Bill my credit 

DZ □- card ame 

Address Acct." 

Expiry Dc1t1.! 

Signature 

~ The ea y way to help 
Postal Code ~ Toll FREE Phone 
-.. .L....:.•'::!:-. 175 Carlton St. ,> 1 ., • 24 hours a day 
uxraJD Tor. MSA 21<3 g_ 800 268-1121 , ___________________________ J 

Safe place 
From pa2e 1 

foster homes at about 13, I 
guess. I was sickly a lot and 
spent a lot of time in hospitals. 

I'd get out of hospital and 
school would be just about 
over so what was the use of 
going? They charged me with 
truancy and incorrigibility, 
and that's when I started hit­
ting institutions. The first time 
I was sentenced to two years in 
a girl's home. I was still drink­
ing and I got worse after 
that," she says. 

Her first child was born in 
the girl's home, nine months 
after she was incarcerated 
there. 

"I didn't know I was preg­
nant, I couldn't figure out why 
I just kept getting fatter and 
fatter,'' she said. 

She ran away from the 
home and travelled to B.C. 
with a friend who had just 
broken out of jail. They lived 
together on the skids until he 
was picked up and she had to 
start fending for herself. At 14 
she started using heroin and 
"blacked out" for a couple of 
years. She has no recollection 
of the detention centre she 
stayed in for two years. 

Her second child, a girl, was 
born when Julie was 16. She 
says that she always wanted to 
have children and "love them 
and just be a housewife." Her 
daughter lives with Julie's 
parents. Her first child died. 

"I had my dreams shattered 
at a very young age because of 
some bad things that happen­
ed to me. When I got hurt 
when I was young - physical­
ly, mentally, spiritually - I 
got bitter and hateful for 
awhile. I pulled away from my 
family mentally and when I 
got old enough to pull away 
physically, I did that, too." 

Eli doesn't think plastic toys 
glamorize real weapons and war. 
"These are neat, "he gestures at the 
rubble. "War isn't so neat." 

Julie bears the scars of a 
dangerous life. Her face looks 
like she slept on a Venetian 
blind, her arms are striped 
with white lines that run 
through her tattoos. The pat­
tern of abuse is repeated on 
her legs, chest and stomach. 
When she speaks her eyes 
never leave your face; she says 
she is looking for people who 
are sincerely trying to help. 

''That shelter house that 
some of my friends are talking 
about, I think that would be a 
real good thing to have. From 
what I've heard about what 
they want to do with it, it 
would be a place where a 
woman could feel safe. It 
would be a clean place and if I 
didn't want to have a man 
bothering me, I know that 
there would be somebody there 
to help me. 

''Maybe if they had one in 
the last couple of years, half of 
our girlfriends wouldn't have 
been killed this last year. They 
wouldn't be found in garbage 
bags or on the train tracks or 
bagged up in some alley. If it 
was their time to die, maybe 
they would have had a cleaner 
death or a normal one instead 
of being strangled or stabbed 
or whatever.'' 

In a downtown bar, people 
are not supposed to cry, but 
Julie wipes her eyes with the 
back of her hand and stops 
talking for awhile. The man 
sitting next to her puts his arm 
on her shoulder and looks 
away. 

When asked about other 
services for street women in 
the area, she says she has never 
heard of them. She is hoping 
the Women's Shelter Society 
gets to builds its centre 
because she is losing her 
strength. 

Homeless women spend 
their nights in bars hoping to 
find a place to sleep for the 
night and one by means or 
another get some money to eat 
and something to make life 

easier. Julie is no longer 
young. Right now she lives in 
an apartment away from the 
downtown but she knows it is 
temporary. 

"Right now it's the middle 
of the month and I'm scared 
to tell my welfare worker that 
I'm living in a clean place. If I 
don't tell him I'll be in trou­
ble, and if I do I'm going to be 
in trouble, so I have to be 
prepared to go back down on 
Skid again. 

"It's getting hard on me; 
emotionally, mentally I can't 
take it. My body's so banged 
up it wouldn't take long for 
me to just drain away, and 
that's without even taking a 
knife myself or a razor 
blade." 

The Shelter Society wants to 
provide cheap housing on a 
long-term basis, as well as 
emergency shelter and rooms 
for rent on a daily or weekly 
basis. "Life-skills' training 
cooking classes, job-training, 
self-defense and counselling 
groups are part of its plan. 

"I think if they don't open 
up this shelter they should put 
a few more garbage cans in the 
back alleys to pick up the 
bodies, or give us a special 
place in a graveyard. The cops 
tell the girls to get off the 
street and go home. Well, 
what home? They go and hide 
in the back alley and that's 
where a lot of them are killed, 
in the alley between Main and 
Columbia at Hastings street. 

"You look on the street, 
there's 12 to 50 year old 
hookers down there. I think 
with the shelter place, the 
younger ones -I'm not saying 
there's no hope for the older 
ones, just that they must feel 
there's no hope or they would 
have been trying to get off 
there by now. But these 
younger ones, if somebody sat 
down and really cared enough 
to tell them the truth about the 
hurts that are about to come, 
it might save them." 



• 
PAGE14 

Homework 
solution 

From page 2 

the chairman of the crown, 
corporation bailing out the 
financially troubled recreation 
centre, announced another 
$7. 8 million would be poured 
into the ski village's unfinish­
ed convention centre. 

Also in mid-week, a few 
moments were taken off to 
listen to the federal govern­
ment promise in a parliamen­
tary Throne Speech that the 
Liberals would try to do 
omething about burgeoning 

youth employment, CL cently 
at 20 per cent. 

In Victoria, Labor Minister 
Bob McClelland, tying up 
another loo e end of the 
Kelowna deal, said Dec. 8 the 
government would allow its 
bill wiping out the human 
rights commission to die on 
the order paper. After con-
ult in g with Solidarity 

representatives for 20 minutes, 
McClelland rejected a request 
to hold public hearings on 
human rights, and instead he 
would only consult further 
with an advisory committee 
before bringing in a new bill at 

the next session of the 
legislature. 

At week's end, to resolve 
the education dispute, labor 
leaders Jack Munro and Mike 
Kramer met with labor board 
chairman Kelleher and top 
Bennett aid Norman Spector. 
They emerged five hours later 
only to have Spector say, 
"We've concluded that we've 
got no disagreement'' on what 
was said at previous discus­
sions leading to the Kelowna 
pact. Labor's Munro also ap­
peared to see progress and 
called on everyone ''to let 
things shake down over the 
next few days." 

The teachers' federation's 
Pat Clarke said the next day, 
Dec. 9, "We think there's still 
a possibility for it to be quietly 
resolved, and that's what 
we're hoping for." Clarke was 
commenting on the latest 
wrinkle in school board plans 
to make up lost class time: 
assigning students extra 
homework. Clarke said extra 
homework was the "normal" 
way of making up lost time. 

Since Education Minister 
• Heinrich wasn't scheduled to 
return from Europe until 
several days after his self­
imposed deadline, there ap­
peared to be additional 
breathing space for continued 
quiet diplomacy. 

Yo.ur Introduction to 
Budget Hair Carel 

Western Multicultural School of Beauty 

Let advanced hairdressing students 
cut & style your hair at the LOWEST 
prices in the city. 

Complete hair care for men & women 
Training courses also available 

Delicia Crump 
Proprietor 

2532 Main Street, Vancouver, B.C. 
Phone: 876-3031 

CLASSIFIED: 

BEV DAVIES PHOTO 

TIMES, DEC. 14-20, 1983 

Pasties not 
• • g1v1ng up 

They might have lost their 
battle to give the public a 
break on Christmas mail, but 
they're not licked yet. 

The Canadian Union of 
Postal Workers is planning a 
major public relations cam­
paign aimed at winning sup­
port when they tackle the giant 
Canada Post during contract 
talks next year. 

And so far, despite losing 
the Canada Labor Relations 
Boards's decision over their 
planned 10-cent letters, the 
pasties seem to have scored 
valuable points with the public 
in the exercise. 

Leaflets outlining Canada 
Post's service cutbacks are 
also being distributed. 
CUPW's Vancouver local says 
their leafletting campaign is 
only the first step in an 
escalating series of actions. 
(The fellow at left is actually a 
member of the Letter Carriers 
Union of Canada, who have 
pledged their support for 
CUPW actions.) 

·The Members 
of 

Canadian Paperworkers Union 

completely endorse 
and support 

SOLIDARITY 

FOR RENT: 
2 Bedroom Basement Suite 
$290 + utilities 

CU&C Health Services Society 

Ph: 254-5211 

\ChristmasJ. 
\Specials I, 
............... IJ!i.-.................... 

Ice Hockey 
by 0. Spassky 

Hi story, rules 
& skil ls 

For kids: 

$3.50 
(reg. $5.95) 

The Three Fat Men 
by Y. Olesha 

$6.95 (reg. $5.95) 
Open till 9 p.m. Dec . 14th-16t l°' 

& Dec. 19th-23rd 

People's Co-op Bookstore 
1391 Commercial Drive 

Phone: 253-6442 

22 EAST 8th AVENUE • VANCOUVER. B.C. V5T 1R4 • TELEPHONE 879-5711 

B.Cs LEADER IN GROUP HEAL1H BENEFITS 
DENTAL - EXTENDED HEALTH - WEEKLY INDEMNITY 

Health Care is a Right - Not a Privilege 
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A bunch of ruffians messing up Christine's paint Job. Don't worry, they get the/r's later on In the morle. 

sea ace si ly, 
Christine chilly 
'Tis the season to be scary 

Nasty garage owner Robert Prosier lays the 
oround rules out to Keith Gordon, who 
wants to fix up Christine, a car possessed 
by Satan, In his garage. Prosier gets his 
later, too. 

SCARFACE 
DIRECTED BY BRIAN DE PALMA 
CHRISTINE 
DIRECTED BY JOHN CARPENTER 

By David Hauka 
Just in time for Christmas, Scarface 

is the ideal family picture for this holi­
day season. Al Pacino plays a Cuban 
Santa Claus who travels through a fan­
tasy landscape of pure snow 
highlighted by generous splashes of 
reds and greens. 

Pacino's secret identity is Cuban 
refugee Tony Montana, who escapes 
from wicked Fidel's jails to seek fame, 
fortune and sexual fulfilment in the 
Land of Opportunity. Tony likes 
children and animals. He is generous to 
his family and friends. He is a good 
businessman, with a simple, down-to­
earth way of speaking that everyone 
can understand. He is a white knight 
doing battle with the evil Mercedes­
Benz dealer, Lopez, in order to rescue 
Elvira, the beautiful blonde Ice 
Princess. Scarface is a film packed with 
adventure and romance, a real "shot in 
the arm" for those who seek a bit of 
Christmas magic in this all-too­
commercial world. 

Simply put, Scarface is a bad movie. 
Poor or non-existent direction combin­
ed with TV acting and buckets of blood 
and bullets make the film both 
ludicrous and repulsive. Violence in 
film can be beneficial if used to make a 
point. Here it is merely sensational and 
gratuitous , a device used to stitch a 
bad screenplay together. The viewer is 
asaulted repeatedly, and for what 
reason? Certainly not to show how 
brutal the drug trade is. 

Al Pacino is one of the screen's 
finest actors. His performance in Scar­
face, however, is an insult, not only to 
him, but to the audience. His Tony 
Montana is a cartoon gangster grabb­
ing what he can of the American 
Dream with the subtlety of a shark in 
frenzy. Pacino tries to make the 
character work, attempting to build a 
complex man filled with contradic­
tions. What he ends up with is a com­
bination of Desi Arnez in I Love Lucy 
and James Cagney in White Heat. 
Pacino's past performance in The 
Godfather, Part l and 2, Serpico and 
Dog Day Afternoon were riveting: he 
gave the characters an "inner 
intensity" that consumed and 

-~-----------
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destroyed. As Scarface, he is lost in a 
sea of mediocrity. 

Director Brian DePalma seems to 
have borrowed from all the greats in 
the making of Scarface. Coppola's 
fabulous crane shots, Antonioni's 
composition and Kubrick's black 
humor are present, but are slapped 
together like Frankenstein's monster. 
The film is filled with jerks and stans 
that result from an incorrect synthesis 
of shooting styles. 

Long tracking shots serve not to 
place Scarface in a landscape or situa­
tion, but instead try to drive home in a 
ham-fisted manner a visual rendering 
of the American Dream. The God­
father Blimp flies by flashing the 
message "the world is yours!" to 
Tony's upturned face. Yes, it is, 
because Tony's just blasted his former 
boss, a policeman on the take, slapped 
bis sister, and taken over the cocaine 
trade for Florida ... in one night! Did 
I mention he gets the girl? 

The women in Scarface are window 
dressing. Tony's mom thinks he's a 
bum. Won't have him in the house. His 
sister loves him. His wife, well, she 
goes where the power is. And that's it. 
The characters are as one dimensional 
as cardboard cut-outs. When Tony sees 
some guy with his kid sister, a strange 
buzz fills the room, his eyes glaze over, 
and, boy, that fella better watch out! 
His junkie wife walks out on him. 
Tony belches, observing that "she'll 
love me once she's had another 
Quaalude. 

The advertising from Scarface has 
been ferocious. Millions of dollars 
have been spent since the summer tell­
ing us that "Al Pacino is Scarface." 
One can only imagine the powers that 
be at Universal Studios noticed they 
had an expensive dog on their hands. 
There are few options when this hap­
pens, one being a huge publicity cam­
paign that will fool the public. There's 
an old adage about he who talks 
loudest . . . something about them 

See page 16: CHRISTINE 

... 
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t '\ THE NEW YEAR'S ' t BASH TO USHER IN t 
THE AGE OF 

SURVEILLANCE 
A benefit for Rape Aellef j 

& Music by , 

, . MORAL LEPERS 
i Communique & 
' • HEADLINES THEATRE ' 

• "1984" THE MOVIE t t • BUFFET DINNER 
• CHILDCARE/CLOWNS 
• WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 

t • WEIRD IDEAS t 
• COSTUMES WELCOME 
9 p.m. December 31 and on Into 
the New Year 

' HASTINGS ' 
' COMMUNITY CENTRE ' $19.841$15.00 unemployed t TICl{(TS HIIUBLE ., RaDtl Relle1 - t· 

172·1212. M■cl1od'1 loo,,. Wam111'1 
loabtora. 0clopu1 last and West , Sp.1r-
t■cu1 Boob. 
~~~~~ 

The 

MOLLY HOGAN 
Neighbourhood Pub 

We welcome you 
for drinks, lunch or 
dinner at our cozy 

little pub. .. 
Union Pub with reasonable prices 

Hours: 9 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Mon.-Sat. 

41st Ave. at Knight 
Phone 324-1400 

Christine 
a killer 

From page 15 

having the least to say. As Tony Mon­
tana says to his hit man as his ex-boss 
cowers at his feet: "shoot this shit!" 
Pacino should have said that before 
production started. 

• • • 
While Scarface was supposed to 

have embraced the American Dream 
with a vengeance, John Carpenter's 
Christine is the American Dream with 
a vengeance. 

The film is delightful. Carpenter 
renders a sentimental version of 
adolescence and high school that rings 
true. All the characters are cleverly 
portrayed and skillfully directed. We 
recognize the jocks, cheerleaders, 
wimps and greaseballs: if we were not 
aware this was "horror" film, we'd 
think it was an essay on growing up in 
America. 

Introduce a 1958 Plymouth Fury 
possessed by the devil into this predic­
table arena and all hell breaks loose. 

The notion that the automobile, the 
symbol of America's industrial might 
and high standard of living can be evil 
incarnate, is both uproariously funny 
and terrifying. A car is a possession. 
Something which indicates to the out­
side world your position in society. But 
what if the car possesses you? Molding 
you to suit it's view of society. In a 
way, the machines of this century do 
exactly that, and Carpenter's verison 
of Stephen King's novel drives the 
point home. 

Keith Gordon is brilliant as Arnie, 
the 17 year old class nerd who buys 
Christine. We watch Arnie transform 
from a klutz with glasses into the 

Let us join together 
to keep peace healthy 

around the world 

HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES' UNION 
Local 180 

Bullcllng Tracie Unions 
Support Solidarity Campaign 

In Defense Of 
• Trade Union Rights 
• Tenants Rights 
• Rights of Minority Groups 
• Health, Education and Social Services 
• Women's Rights 
• Fair and Equitable Treatment for all British Columbians 

B.C. & Yukon 
Territory Building 

and 
Construction Trades 

Council 

"Ah'm Scarface, and ah'm maaaadl" 

essence of really bad rock n' roll. The 
change is subtle at first, but reaches a 
roller coaster pace as the film reaches 
it's conclusion. We see a tortured teen 
whose only friend happens to be the 
captain of the football team. An 
unlikely alliance, which is the rule of 
most adolescent films. But Arnie 
discards his friends as he works on 
Christine, restoring "her" to mint con­
dition. 

The fact that we bestow a character 
and an identity on an inaminate object 
at the film's outset illustrates the 
cleverness of Bill Phillips' screenplay 
and Carpenter's direction. The fact 
that the character is a woman, ·and a 
bad one at that, would seem to speak 
against the film, and I was prepared to 
slam it on that account alone. That was 
not the case. That the female form is 
used to sell material, and is associated 
with as an object to be possessed, is 
dealt with by the film. We watch the 
sexual pleasure of ownership portrayed 
with a fine cutting edge. Arnie gets lost 
in the fantasy of the open road and the 
power of the car. 

John Stockwell plays Arnie's friend 
Dennis. He's a winner . Star football 
player and the apple of teenage girl 
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eyes, he is marked for success. His in­
terest in Arnie is real. He likes the guy 
and finds something in him that 
transcends the locker room and 
machine shop. Stockwell performs like 
an All-American. The part could have 
been laughable, but instead it's 
likeable. His attempt to save Arnie 
reeks of early-sixties beach-movie solu­
tions, but it is handled in such a way 
that it works. 

Amie's change of character allows 
him to do things that he could never do 
before. Leigh is one of them. The 
"new girl" at his school, Leigh is also 
All-American. Played by Alexandra 
Paul, she represents the only real threat 
to Christine. Arnie is tom between a 
real woman and a mechanical 
substitute. Leigh is clearly the sensitive 
type that can save Amie from this 
nightmare, if only he'd let her. 

Then there's Christine. Blazing red 
and completely beyond human 
understanding, this nasty bit of 
mechanical devilry gives her owners 
more than Detroit promised. There is 
always an object or creature in horror 
films that humans don't understand. 
These monsters disrupt society, expos­
ing the nasty pock-marks in an un­
forgiving manner. Christine does 
nothing more than give Arnie the 
vengeance he wants. Something we all 
want, but it's down deep. 

Christine walks a fine line between 
comedy and scare show. It does it well, 
with a tongue-in-cheek attitude that 
never gets in the way. For the most 
part, the violence in the film is implied. 
When it becomes graphic, it is effec­
tive, and actually frightening. The 
result is that we aren't numbed by it's 
use. Christine is a film that deserves 
to be seen. There's nothing better for 
you then a good natured laugh and a 
little scare. 
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Joe clucked 
PULP ON 
PAPER 
CONTENDERS: THE TORY QUEST 
FOR POWER 
BY PATRICK MARTIN, ALLAN GREGG, 
ANO GEORGE PERLIN 
PRENTICE-HALL, 254 PAGES, $15.95 

By Stan Persky 
Whatever your political sympathies 

- redneck Tory or leftish-leaning New 
Democrat - it was one of the oddest 
events in recent Canadian political 
history. 

Consider: the leader for seven years 
of one of the country's main political 
parties, briefly prime minister, choice 
of 50 per cent of those polled to win the 
next federal election, and recipient of 
the support of two-thirds of the 
delegates at his party's annual conven­
tion, announces a leadership conven­
tion, runs for the office again, and is 
beaten by a man who never held 
political office. 

Contenders is the engrossing inside 
story of the political demise of Joe 
Clark (who was all of the above) and 
the Tory quest for a winner at the 
June, 1983 Conservative leadership 
convention. Written by a trio of in­
siders consisting of a journalist, a 
pollster and an academic, it is a blow­
by-blow account of the unpleasant can-

paign won by supposed-outsider, Brian 
Mulroney. For the most part it is a 
well-written, fast-paced, absorbing 
narrative of everything you always 
suspected but didn't really want to 
know about the Tory leadership 
hopefuls. 

For most readers, the focus of atten­
tion will be on the winner Mulroney. 
What will we be getting for our money 
when we get Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney, apart from his mellifluous 
bass voice and cartoonist's delight of a 
chin? 

The PM-in-waiting provided few 
clues. As authors Martin, Gregg and 
Perlin write, during the leadership 
campaign, Mulroney "spent very little 
time talking about issues other than 
winning a general election and rewar­
ding his friends." Nonetheless, the 
answer is relatively simple. What we'll 
be getting is the most right-wing leader 
of the nation since R. B. Bennett. 

The real story of the convention is 
contained in Decima pollster Gregg's 
survey of convention delegates. In 
1976, at the clam bake that elevated Joe 
Clark to the perilous post of Tory 
leader, 43 per cent of the delegates 
identified themselves as being right-of­
centre within the Conservative spec­
trum. Seven years later, at Mulroney's 
ascension, 57 per cent of Tories present 
and accounted for declared themselves 
right-wingers. 

When the paper shredder finished 
with the fourth and winning ballot, it 
turned out that three-quarters of leftish 

The Chin flashes the winning grin. 

(or "Red") Tories (a minority at the 
convention) had stuck with Clark; but 
three-quarters of the right-wingers had 
voted for Mulroney. 

The one other important 
demographic wrinkle was the 
disproportionate number of youth 
delegates permitted by convention 

working great 
WORKING 
AT STUDIO 58 UNTIL DEC. 21 

By Don Larventz 
Jobs are seldom the material of plays 

and never before of musicals but 
Working is a musical that embodies the 
jobs that make our world go and serves 
them up in an exuberant and varied 
performance. Based on the best-selling 
collection of interviews by Chicago 
journalist Studs Terkel, Working takes 
us through the pride, anger and 
sometimes bitterness of working men 
and women looking at the place their 
work makes in their lives. 

The songs by Craig Camelia, Micki 
Grant, Mary Rodgers, Susan 
Birkenhead, Stephen Schwartz and 
James Taylor carry us along and the 
characters with a musical understan­
ding, not just an opportunity to break 
into show-stopping singing and danc­
ing. These men and women know what 
their jobs mean in the world. Despite 
the essentialness of all their work they 
know that the world gives them little 
credit for what they do and rhey an 
want recognition. But until that day 
comes they make sense of their lives 
and because this is a musical they sing 
about it. 

There are no dull moments, no flag­
ging of energy and no patronizing of 
the characters What you see most 
clearly are the details of work, not 
romance, sex or cars (though these are 
present} and you end up applauding 
those who keep their lives intact despite 
the grind of their jobs. · 

The range of jobs is wide: the park­
ing Lo, attendant with a marvellous jaz­
zy style; the executive afraid of losing 
his Job; the supermarket clerk keeping 
things moving along; the assembly line 
worker putting a dent every once in a 
while in his product to show that he 

made it or the paperboy flipping his 
papers into bushes to see them shake. 
We are dangerously close to sentimen­
tality but stay just this side of it. 

But everything is not rosy colored. 
The housewife sings, with increasing 
bitterness, about the narrow 
mindedness of her life and the old­
fashioned teacher complains that no 
one tells her how to keep up with the 
changing times she knows she is out of 
touch with. Most tenderly, the steel 
worker wants his son to grow up to 
look down on him - to become an 
"effete snob" - to show that the boy 
now has a better life. 

This musical even has a union 
organizer. The son of the migrant farm 
workers grows up with the hardships of 
his parents and tries to improve his and 
their working lives by helping to 
organize the boycott of California 
grapes. The United Farmworkers of 
America have never been so tuneful. 

There is a surprising lot of folksy 
philosophy in the play. These people 
know that their jobs make their lives; 
you are what you do. And what they 
want is recognition of the1r efforts -
their names on the fortieth floor of the 
building that their work made. And 
they know they are not going to get it. 

Catherine Caines has directed the 
play with a sure touch, getting a 
wonderful range of comedy and bitter­
sweetness out of the performers. The 
l rge cast h?.s no weakness in it and 
the pe ormanc dem nstrates for 
those who did not already know that 
Studio 58 at Langara is a sure place to 
find exciting theatre. The talented per­
former. re hawne Davidson, Tim 
Healy. Chn Heyerdahl, id Jenner, 
Martin Jensen, Byron Linsey, Allan 
Morgan, Jill Moriarty, Jean-Marc 
Morin, Carol Morley, Lisa Randall 
and Suzanne Ristic. 

All Morgan as a 
steelworker 
In Working. 
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rules. Pollster Gregg found that an 
alarming majority of them identified 
with far right-wing ideas . It was this 
clutch of Tory-Jugend who put 
Mulroney over the top. 

Seen in that light, Mulroney's glib 
campaign phrases strike a somewhat 
more chilling note . He blasted the a­
tional Energy Program, saying it 
"resembled a 3 a.m. holdup of a gas 
station," promised to throw out civil 
service bureaucrats "with a pink slip 
and pair of running shoes," and vowed 
to arrest ''the Swedenization of 
Canada." 

Similarly, Mulroney's friendship 
with Conrad Black of the Argus Cor­
poration and the Power Corporation's 
Paul Desmarais, who between them 
probably own half the country, pro­
vides an indicator of the values 
Mulroney is likely to defend. He also 
picked up the support of Amway 
Tories and also-ran Peter Pockington's 
legion of loonies. 

The conclusion of Contenders is 
devoted to a longish explanation of how 
and why (and how nice that) the Tories 
have become the majority party in 
Canada. Fortunately, this dismal pro­
gnosis does not necessarily have to be 
believed for this surprisingly lively 
volume to remain readable. 

...... 

-



IGE18 

Home of the ever popular 
Chocolate Chip Cookie 

Sandwiches and MIik 

Juices and Yogurt 

~ ~ 
Whole grain 

Breads, Sweets 
and Savories 

J.- Houl9: M~}:FJ~e:~~~Ji:3> p~m: 
Sat.: 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

A part of CRS Workers· Co-op. 
Worker owned end mane ed. 

. 

Co-ops under fire 
From page 5 

Inner City project coordinator Jim 
Woodward says while the study proves 
there are technical problems with co­
operative housing, it also shows the 

Ten Years 
1973-1983 

SPARTACUS SOCIALIST 
EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 

OPEN HOUSE 

Joe's Cafe 

SAT. DEC.17 2 ·P.M. 
MUSIC SPEAKERS 

BOOKS 10-50% OFF 
311 WEST HASTINGS 

REFRESHMENTS 

SOCIALISM, 
FEMINISM..r.ECOLOGY, 
PHILOSOl'HY.z.}NTI­
NUCLEAR IIU110NS, 
RECORDS, POLITICS, 

ANTI-RACISM, LESBIAN 
HISTORY, COMMUNISM, 
ANARCHISM, AFRICA, 

THIRD WORLD, 
CANA DIANA, 
LITERATURE, 

MAGAZINES, GAY. 

M Continental Bar· . 

Espresso Coffee - Canadian Coffee 
Ice Creams - All Flavors 

THE BEST CAPUCCINO IN TOWN 
1150 Commercial Drive, Vancouver 

subsidy program is performing the way 
it should. 

"Co-ops are constantly evaluating 
the amount of subsidies available in 
relation to the tenants in the building 
and those on waiting lists," he says. 
"They have to balance those who can 
pay market rents with those who can't. 
It's much more difficult finding people · 
who can pay than those who need a 
subsidy." 

CMHC and provincial subsidies 
lower the "real costs" of $1,000 per 
unit to a "market" price of $450, the 
rent paid by co-op residents with mid­
dle or upper incomes. Other tenants 
pay $300 per month, and lower income 
households are subsidized further by 
tenants paying market•!!nt rates. 

Some low income tenants pay only 
$150 each month, depending on the in­
come mix of their co-operative. 

Khouri says tenants with high in­
comes are a bonus to co-operative 
housing. "Higher income earners in 
co-ops provide valuable management 
and organizational skills which other 
social housing projects have to pay for. 

"They help keep operating costs 
down that way, and they have a further 
incentive to keep costs down because 
they bear the brunt of increases. They 
have to pay the full monthly operating 
costs for their units." 

Adds Woodward: "With co-op pro­
grams it's more like a political move­
ment - it's national and well­
organized. It's too high profile for 
developers.'' 

Rent increase 
From page 5 

upstairs. The residents say eight, in­
cluding the basement bedroom they 
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themselves built - with materials 
scavenged around the neighborhood -
to meet the old inflated rent). 

After the comparisons are made 
' tenants propose a new rent to the Ren-

talsman. Here's how a form attached 
to Notice 855019 describes the pro­
cedure: 

''The Rentalsman will choose either 
the landlord's proposed rent ... or the 
rent you propose on this application. 

He will not substitute a third rent bet­
-ween the two. It is therefore advisable 
to propose a reasonable rent. ... 

''The central consideration used in 
making this decision will be whether 
the proposed rent is a reasonable 
market rent for comparable units that 
are not subject to the 10 per cent in­
crease limit in a comparable area. A 
secondary consideration will be the 
rent required by the landlord to offset 
the effects of inflation in increasing the 
landlord's operating costs. The 
tenant's ability to pay cannot be con­
sidered in this adjudication." 

Says Jay, a 29-year-old resident: 
"The deck is stacked against the te­
nant. You're tempted to suggest more 
than the place is worth out of fear that 
the Rentalsman will pick the landlord's 
figure. It's a gamble and I don't like 
the odds." 

Jay dallied over her coffee. This lit­
tle piece of real estate, far from the 
prime lands of the West End, was pr0 _ 

bably going to be 96 per cent more ex. 
pensive in three months. 

Out the kitchen window, blue arcs 
flashed . The air cracked with sounds of 
welding coming from across the alley 
- ccccc-kkkkkk! It was 1 a.m. 

The Nollle, the Wise, the Declicatecl 
••• the Sollclarity Times Volunteers 

Solidarity Times volunteers relax after a rewarding day of work 

A Big Thank-you to all the volunteers 
who have put in so many, long hard hours 

of work into B.C.'s most progressive weekly. 
It couldn't have happened without you. 
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GET 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 14 
VANCOUVER 

• Panel discussion on the labor movement in 
B.C. , with speakers from the International 
Woodworkers of America, Hospital Employees 
Union, United Fishermen and Allied Workers 
Union, and the Canadian Association of In­
dustrial , Mechanical and Allied Workers, 7:30 
p.m., Fishermen's Hall , 138 East Cordova. For 
info call 291-3521. 

• "On Guard for Thee: Shadows of a 
Horseman," part three of film series on 
Canada's national police, at 7:30 and 9:30 
p.m. , Pacific Cinematheque, 1155 West 
Georgia. For info call 732-6119 . 

THURSDAY, DEC. 15 
VANCOUVER 

• Lesbian and gay Solidarity Coalition 

caucus meeting, 7:30 p.m., 686 West Broad­
way. For info call 682-9031 . 

SATURDAY, DEC. 17 
VANCOUVER 

• Don Rojas ; press secretary to late Grena­
dian prime minister Maurice Bishop, speaks on 
recent events, 7 to 9:30 p.m. , Robson Square 
Theatre. Sponsored by The Emergency Coalition 
and others. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 18 
VANCOUVER 

• Report from southern Africa, with Prabha 
Khosla presenting slides on Mazambique, 
followed by The Nuclear File, a film on South 
Africa's nuclear capacity, 7:30 p.m ., La Ouena, 
1111 Commercial Dr. For info call 251-6626. 

GET 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 14 
VANCOUVER 

• Christmas fair featuring the works of 
lesser-known Vancouver artists, 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m., Unit Pitt Gallery, 163 West Pender. Until 
Dec . 23. 

• ''Working,'' a musical based on Studs 
Terkel's book, 8 p.m., Studio 58, Langara cam­
pus, 100 W. 49th. Tickets $4.50 and $5.50. 
For reservations call 324-5227. Until Dec. 17. 

• Michael Tebelak 's "Godspell," 8 p.m., 
Queen Elizabeth Theatre, 649 Cambie. For info 
call 872-6622. 

• Annual Christams night of music, 8 p.m, 
Magee Secondary School Auditorium. Tickets 
$3. Reservations at 263-2321. Today and 
tomorrow. 

• Leonard Angel's "Eleanor Marx," 8 p.m., 
Dorothy Somerset Studio, University of B.C. 
Saturday performances at 5 and 8:30 p.m. 
Reservations at 228-2678. Until Dec. 17. 

• Carousel Theatre presents "Scrooge," 1 
p.m. matinee and 8 p.m. performances, Water­
front Theatre, Granville Island. Reservations at 
685-6217. Until Dec. 24. 

• Inaugural exhibition of the Canadian Socie­
ty of Marine Artists at the Vancouver Maritime 
Museum. Until Jan. 6. 

BURNABY 
• Children's choirs, craft demonstrations, 

story telling and more at traditional Christmas 
celebrations, all day, Heritage Village Museum, 
4900 Dear Lake Ave. Until Dec. 18. 

• Exhibition of 16th century German wood­
cuts, including series by Albrecht Durer, Bur­
naby Art Gallery, 6344 Gilpin St. Until Jan . 2. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 15 
VANCOUVER 

• International Christmas dinner with foods 
and music from Argentina, Japan, Italy, U.S., 
India and others, 7 p.m., South Vancouver 
Neighborhood House, 6470 Victoria Dr. Reser­
vations at 324-6212. 

BLATHER -
Send your messages, preferably typed 

(so if there is a screw-up, you can blame 
us), to Get Happy, Solidarity Times, 545 
West 10th Ave. , Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 
1 K9. Deadline is noon the Friday before 
the issue you want to see your announce­
ment in. We reserve the right to edit for 
space. 

FRIDAY, DEC. 16 
VANCOUVER 

• Unemployed Action Centre open house, 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m., 138 East Cordova, second floor. 
For info call 688-9001 . 

• Bluegrass with 11th Hour Band, 8:30 
p.m., Oddfellow's Hall, 1720 Gravely. Tickets 
$4 . 

• Acousticats play Latin jazz, 8 p.m., La 
Quena, 1111 Commercial Dr. For info call 
251-6626. 

• Hitchcock's "The Man Who Knew Too 
Much," 7:15 and 9:30 p.m., Ridge Theatre 
(Arbutus and 16th). Until Dec. 22. 

• Festival of Lights, 5 to 9 p.m., VanDusen 
Gardens. Tickets$1 .50, seniors and children 
75c. Until Jan. 1. 

(' 

" J 
J 
J 
) 

'This film is a masterpiece." 
-Jack Nicholson 

_quit 
cinemas 

DUNBAR AT 

FRASER 
(~hj~ WARNING: Frequent gory violence and very coarse 

language B.C Director 

NORTH VANCOUVER 
• B.C. Boys' Choir presents "Amahl and the 

Night Visitors, '' with international carols, 8 
p.m., North Vancouver Centennial Theatre 
(23rd and Lonsdale). For info call 988-6744 or 
985-5987. 

NEW WESTMINSTER . 
• Vagabond Player's present children's 

musical "Nobody Loves A Dragon." Pertor­
mances Dec . 16-18, 21-23, 27-30. Reserva­
tions and info at 521-0412 . 

SATURDAY, DEC. 17 
VANCOUVER 

• Flamenco with Greg Wolfe and Oscar Nieto, 
8 p.m., La Ouena, 1111 Commercial Or. Tickets 
$3 . For info call 251-6626. 

NORTH VANCOUVER 
• Open house, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., North Van­

couver city library, 121 W. 14th St. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 18 
VANCOUVER 

• Children's film matinee ''The Black 
Stallion Returns," 2 p.m., Ridge Theatre (Ar­
butus and 16th). Tickets $2, $3 for adults. For 
Info call 738-6311. 

• "The Kids are Alright," the Who featured 

in C-FOX film series, 4:30 p.m. , Ridge Theatre. 
Tickets $2.99, proceeds to Children's Hospital 
Fund. 

NORTH VANCOUVER 
• B.C. Boys' Choir presents" Amahl and the 

Night Visitors," with international carols, 8 
p.m., North -Vancouver Centennial Theatre 
(23rd and Lonsdale). For info call 988-6744 or 
985-5987 . 

SURREY 
• Christmas celebration with story telling , 

crafts workshop and lools theatre, 1 to 3:30 
p.m., Surrey Arts Centre. For info c 
596-1515 or 596-7461 . 

MONDAY, DEC. 19 
BURNABY 

• Dickens' "A Christmas Carol, " performed 
by Ross McKim Chamber Dance Theatre 
matinee performances at 2 p.m. Dec. 19-24 and 
26-31, James Cowan Theatre, 6450 Gilpin St., 
Century Park . Reservations at 291-6864. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 22 
NORTH VANCOUVER 

• Christmas story time for 4 to 8 year olds, 2 
p.m., North Vancouver city library, 121 W. 14th 
St. 

Jack Nicholson gives Shirley MacLa/ne ulcers In Terms Of Endearment.this year's tear/erker. Highly recommended,but bring• box of klHnH. 

-

-
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Some of the scenes 
from the 
Solidarity Times . . . 

I T started Aug. 10, 1983 on the tarp­
covered infield of Empire Stadium in 

Vancouver. 
Some 45,000 protestors of the fledging 

Solidarity Coalition had gathered to 
demonstrate against the right-wing 
legislative package introduced by Premier 
Bill Bennett's government on July 7. In the 
midst of a speech by handicapped associa­
tion administrator David Vickers, Van­
couver Municipal and Regional Employees 
Union president David Cadman greeted 
Stan Persky, a local leftist political jour­
nalist. ' ow's the time to start a weekly 
alternative paper,'' Cadman suggested. And 
the idea for Solidarity Times was born. 

Persky shepherded the scheme up the 
democratic ladder. A proposal for a 20-page, 
weekly newspaper was approved by the 
Lower Mainland Solidarity Coalition in 
mid-September. Days later, the provincial 
Solidarity Coalition steering committee also 
okayed the plan. But it was Operation 
Solidarity - the trade union arm of the 
coalition - that held the purse strings. 

On Sept. 28, as Solidarity was gearing up 
for a major "last chance" demonstration on 
Oct. 15, Persky met with Solidarity co-chair 
and B.C. Federation president Art Kube. 
"If you want a paper on the streets for the 
demo," Persky told him, "I need a decision 
in 48 hours." Two days later, Kube called. 
"Go ahead," said the trade union head. 

The times went from a fuzzy idea to 
black-and-white reality in two hectic weeks. 
A hastily-hired staff met in a Vancouver 
East End house the first weekend in 
October. 

Together, the group hammered out the 
conception of a weekly "pro-people" paper 
that would support the goals of the Coali­
tion, trade unions, workers, women and a 
laundry list of social groups who rarely 
found the business dailies on their side. The 

Ii 
• 

I 
name was lifted from the VMREU Solidari­
ty Times bulletin (subsequent issues of the 
feisty civic workers union's sheets were dub­
bed the "original Solidarity Times").· 

Within a week the staff was housed in of­
fices at 545 W. 10th donated by the 
VMREU, and the first dollop of a $45,000 
start-up grant from the Operation Solidarity 
was covering the payroll. A stream of 
volunteers came in and took on long hours 
of driving, typing and slogging office work. 

On Oct. 15, B.C. 's Social Credit Party 
held its annual convention in the Hotel Van­
couver, 50,000 people were in the streets for 
the largest political demonstration in the 
province's history. So was the Times. 

Readers of the 65,000 first issue press run 
(the B.C. Teachers Federation put up 
$10,000 to make sure its 30,000 members 
each got a copy) could find stories about Bill 
Bennett, all-night legislative charade, 
satirical analyses of ''restraint'' and 
"recovery". 

For the first time in 60 years, B.C. had a 
labor-sponsored paper. It seemed to reflect 
the new turn in trade union thinking that 
brought about an alliance with community 
organizations on broad political issues. The 
union movement, tired of being consistently 
hammered by the commercial media, ap­
peared to have recognized the truth of the 
old adage that a free press belongs to those 
who own one. If organized workers wanted 
to get their message to th public, they 
would have to provide the medium. 

For the next two months, and through 
nine issues of the Times th~y did. 

When B.C. Government Employees 
Union hit the bricks Oct. 31, joined a week 
later by 45,000 education workers, the 
Times was on the picket line, delivering ear­
ly morning copies to placard-bearing 
strikers at shut-down workplaces in Bur-
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naby, New Westminster and points east and 
north. 

As picket lines came down in the wake of 
an eleventh-hour Nov. 13 deal between 
Solidarity leaders and Premier Bennett in 
Kelowna, the times reported on the hotly­
debated outcome. 

Meanwhile, the Times was building a 
base. It had secured I, 750 subscribers, was 
selling 3,000 copies weekly on newsstands, 
several thousand more in bulk to communi­
ty groups and trade unionists, and selling 
$2,000 of advertising per issue. Its business 
staff was preparing a new promotional drive 
to secure the 15,000 subscribers the paper 
needed to become financially independent, 
and had sent a new funding proposal to 
Operation Solidarity. 

On Dec. 13, it all ended. 
B.C. Fed secretary-treasurer Mike 

Kramer announced that Operation Solidari­
ty had rejected the Times' funding proposed 
and was pulling the plug on the paper . 

At College Printers, where the staff and 
press workers were putting out the last issue 
of the Times, one last "30" (the newspaper 
symbol meaning 'the end') was written. This 
is it. 

Is that the end of the story? We don't 
know. 

We want a chance to discuss the future of 
the Times' subscribers and supporters and 
will host two meetings; one on Wed., Dec. 
21 and one on Jan. 11. First item on---ihe 
agenda: an alternative press in B.C. - and 
the Times. 

If you're interested in the Times continu­
ing and want to contribute money, it will be 
deposited in an independent trust fund and 
will be held until a financial proposal is sub­
mitted to donors. 
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